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The Complete Kingdom

he common use of “provi-

I dence” is God’s timely and
beneficial intervention in

the affairs of his people. “By the

providence of God, I was rescued
from...!”

The word comes from Latin and
has the meaning of pro, “ahead,”
and videre, “to see.” Thus the
derived usage is, “knowledge of
the future,” or theologically, “omni-
science,” and with divine direction.

Indeed, God is providentially in
charge of this world: “He causes his
sun to rise on the evil and the good,
and sends rain on the righteous
and the unrighteous” (Matt. 5:45).
The Bible’s story is a panorama of
Providence!

God’s providence is more than
just prescience—yes, the end was
in God’s all-knowing vision from
before the beginning! More impor-
tantly, God’s providence is purpose-
ful. His purpose includes the reso-
lution of the human predicament.
It is the deliverance of a people
who, created after God’s image and
endowed with intelligence and the
freedom of will to choose whether
to honour the Creator, inevitably
chose their own wisdom over his,
with the consequence—their death.
The announcement of “the eternal
gospel” (Rev. 14:6), points to that
providential resolution.

The resulting life-death human
experience and the gathering divine
solution extend over the centuries.
Eventually, the failure of Adam was
countered in Abraham, in whose
“seed,” i.e. “descendent,” (Gen.
13:15; Gal. 3:16), all the nations of
the world would be blessed, accord-
ing to God’s promise. What follows
is providence big scale!

God’s providence is centered in
his “kingdom,” the effect of his
divine authority. His kingdom has
three phases: (1) earthly “Israel,”
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(2) the “assembly” of Christ, and
(3) the eternal kingdom. God spe-
cifically prepared for phase two
in phase one, and for phase three
in both one and two. Each phase
of God’s kingdom, while intercon-
nected, is complete in itself.

(1) Earthly Israel

God formed Israel as a complete
kingdom in this world. Through
God’s intervention Israel had
replaced the resident peoples of
Canaan as promised (Gen. 12:5-
8). He gave Israel his Law, as a
Covenant with his people, that
fully addressed spiritual, moral,
political, and economic matters.
Benefits of obedience to this cov-
enant law included the promise of
fruitful families, abundant crops,
and divine protection against the
marauding surrounding nations.
Their fellowship with and wor-
ship of God centered, firstly in a
tabernacle and subsequently in the
temple in Jerusalem, that featured
an extensive sacrificial system—
including the absolution of their
ever present sins.

In every way Israel was equipped
for success as a holy nation among
the nations of the world. This suc-
cess depended not on their popula-
tion size or military prowess, but
on their faithful obedience to and
confidence in God. Their legend-
ary faithlessness resulted in a
failed kingdom. However, this was
countered by extensive prophetic
promises of a future “golden age.”
Increasingly, it became evident
that in every way Israel’s earthly
experience looked forward to and
was modelling, i.e. as a “type,” the
second phase of God’s kingdom on
earth.

Concluding this first phase and
providing for the victories of the
second and third, is the advent of
Christ.
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(2) The “Assembly”
of Christ

Two elements are merged in the
second phase of God’s kingdom:
obedient Jews of earthly Israel
with God-fearing Gentiles (cf. Acts
10:1ff), are joined into one world-
wide kingdom (see Eph. 2:11-22).
Formed is the “kingdom of heaven
on earth”—earthly in location while
dominated by heavenly realities.
This is the “New Israel” (see Gal.
6:16), the spiritual “anti-type” of
earthly Israel. Christ the king, of
the earthly lineage of king David,
is declared to be “the Son of God
in power according to the Spirit of
holiness by his resurrection from
the dead” (Rom. 1:40). He has all
authority “in heaven and on earth”
(Matt. 28:18). His commission
to his followers is, “Disciple the
nations” (v. 19). (The goodness of
this present kingdom, i.e. “salt and
light” (Matt. 5:13, 14), blesses this
world. Yet its mission is not the
reformation but the redemption of
the world!)

Christ’s “Assembly” (ecclesia;
persistently translated “church” in
English versions), that he is “build-
ing” (Matt. 16:18), has an earthly
presence that circles the globe, yet
that has no territorial ambitions. Its
enemies are clearly identified as
the spiritual forces of wickedness;
these are organized by the “prince
of the air, the spirit that is now at
work in the sons of disobedience”
(Eph 2:2b).

The Assembly includes the
faithful alive on earth. These
have physical and social attri-
butes that can be identified, e.g.
in “congregations.” The reality of
their spiritual identity, however, is
known with certainty by the Lord
who will judge all. The essential
spiritual nature of the citizens of

Christ is detected in two outward
ﬁ
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experiences of Christians: in their
baptism and in their participation
in the Lord’s supper—the one at
their beginning and the other in
their continuing. Baptism is much
more than an outward observance:
in their immersion, the obedient
are “buried with Christ” (Rom
6:4), a shared spiritual experi-
ence! In the supper, while a pinch
of bread and a sip of grape juice
are received, a whole world of
spiritual reality is experienced.
The communion is actual fellow-
ship with Christ: in the bread is
the acknowledgement that, as “the
bread of heaven” (John 6:48,51),
Christ nourishes all who absorb
him as the “Way, Truth, and Life”
(John 14:6); and in the cup, Christ
through his death gives and nour-
ishes spiritual life.

The Assembly is also referred
to as “Mount Zion,” “the city of
the living God,” and “the heav-
enly Jerusalem” (Heb. 12:22).
These are references that

Spanning earth and heaven, the
Assembly has a present reality
that is superior to all the nations
of the world combined. Its citizens
should function in the full reality
of this truth!

The completeness of this king-
dom is noted in Peter’s words:
“His divine power has given us
everything we need for life and
godliness through our knowledge
of him who called us by his own
glory and goodness” (2 Pet. 1:3).

(3) The Eternal Kingdom

“To the only God our Saviour,
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
be glory, majesty, dominion, and
authority, before all ages, and
through all eternity” (Jude 25).
God’s intent was to prepare a
people that he would love eternally.
Through his Son, the Word (John
1:1-4), who “became flesh and lived
for a while among us” (v. 14), this
goal, begun before Eden, became

possible (see, “the eternal purpose,”
Eph. 3:11).

Time will tap into eternity and
the saints into the eternal kingdom
with the ending of this world as we
know it (1 Pet. 4:7; 2 Pet. 3:10-12).
This will include at the second
coming of Christ: the resurrection
of the dead (1 Thess. 4:13, 14, 16),
the transformation of his holy ones
yet alive (1 Thess. 4:15, 17), and
the last judgment (Acts 17:31).
“But in keeping with his promise
we are looking forward to a new
heaven and a new earth, the home
of righteousness” (2 Pet. 3:13). As
Jesus promised, “There are many
rooms in my Father’s house...I am
going there to prepare a place for
you. And if I go and prepare a place
for you, I will come back and take
you to be with me that you may
also be where I am” (John 14:2, 3).

Therefore, “Since you call on
a Father who judges each man’s
work impartially, live your lives

draw upon the experi-
ences of “Earthly Israel.”
They point, as well, to
that spiritual reality to
which Christians “come.”
The kingdom of Christ
exists firstly because of

Not sure if your

as strangers here in rev-
erent fear. For you know
that it was not with per-
ishable things such as
silver or gold that you
were redeemed from the
empty way of life handed

the authority of Christ,
the king who rules from
heaven. In this passage
in Hebrews (vs. 22b, 23)
three groups are listed as
belonging to the kingdom:
“innumerable angels in
festal gathering,” “the
assembly of the firstborn
(ones) enrolled in heaven,”
and “the spirits of the
righteous made perfect”
(i.e. the departed faith-
ful). These all honour
“Jesus the mediator of
a new covenant, and to
the sprinkled blood that
speaks a better work than
the blood of Abel” (v. 24).
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down to you from your
forefathers, but with the
precious blood of Christ,
a lamb without blemish
or defect. He was chosen
before the creation of the
world, but was revealed in
these last times for your
sake. Through him you
believe in God, who raised
him from the dead. For you
have been born again, not
of perishable seed, but of
imperishable, through the
living and enduring word
of God” (1 Pet. 1:17-23).

Completeness!

Waterloo, Ontario
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Blessed by God’s Providence

Wayne Turner

e have an amazing, loving heav-

enly Father. Do you ever really

think about this? His care and
provision for us seem to know no limits.
Speaking of human fathers, Jesus asked
what father, if their child asked for bread
would give a stone, or asked for a fish
would give a serpent. God knows our needs and pro-
vides for us. Jesus told us not to worry about what we
are going to eat or wear. God will look after His people.

The word we use to describe God’s care is Providence,
often referred to as “Divine Providence.” The words
providence and provide come from the same Latin root.
Essentially, they mean to “see before.” It is recogniz-
ing needs (even before they arise) and acting to satisfy
those needs.

Theologically, there are two different kinds of provi-
dence. The first is General Providence. This refers to
God’s provision for all. Wikipedia says this “refers to
God’s continuous upholding the existence and natural
order of the universe.” For example, God provides an
environment for us to live in. Those things which are
essential for our survival are readily available—air,
food, water—just to begin the list. How long would we
survive without reliable sources for these, and the many
other things necessary for our survival? In Biblical
terms, God sustains the universe, He causes the sun to
shine and the rain to fall on all. This Providence give
innumerable gifts to all creatures without distinction.

God’s Providence is also seen as “Special Providence”
which “refers to God’s extraordinary intervention in the
life of people.” In the Bible, this is seen in miracles. For
us, it is an important reason why we pray. We know
that God, in His love for His people, hears and answers
prayer. He is concerned about us, especially our needs.

Perhaps this becomes most significant to us in know-
ing that God is with us. God’s Spirit indwells us, Jesus
promised to be with His disciples. We are not alone. As
we consider this, we think of a loving father who both
sees and anticipates his children’s needs. The latter
especially demonstrates the meaning of providence. It
was spectacular when God led Israel in the wilderness
by pillars of cloud and fire, providing water, manna,
quail. Even God’s selection of Moses to lead Israel
from Egypt were part of His Providence. Salvation was
planned before the creation.

Similarly, God has appointed leaders in the church,
not by miraculous call, but by giving His qualifications

December 2017

to identify their character and spiritual maturity, so
Paul could say that “God gave some to be apostles and
prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers.” God has
provided for His people.

Personally, many of us have experienced God’s
Providence through the circumstances that led to our
salvation and the blessings he gives His people, as well
as our answered prayers. It can be sensitive to discuss
answered prayer, yet, as Christians, we have experi-
enced it. We pray for the sick. When they recover do
we acknowledge God’s mercy, His providential care?
We may even have seen times when the answer to our
prayer is more immediate if not even exceptional than
we imagined. We have to admit that not all prayers
receive what was requested. Sometimes people don’t
get better and die. Yet still, we acknowledge God’s will
and Providence are present.

We really don’t think about Providence. Yet, it deserves
our attention. We need to be aware that God is working
in the world to accomplish His purposes and care for
His creation and His people. This issue of the Gospel
Herald will help begin that study. Paul Birston, as he
does each quarter, has put together an excellent col-
lection of articles about Providence. In “The Complete
Kingdom,” Geof Ellis introduces the idea of Providence
was more than “prescience.” “God’s providence is
purposeful.” it “includes the resolution of the human
predicament ... the deliverance of a people created
after God’s image.” This is “providence big scale!” David
Dunn, in “Providence and Prayer” points out that when
we think about providence, we are “really thinking
about God’s sovereign control of His creation.” Part of

this lies in God’s interest and concern in hearing and
—_
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answering prayer. He notes that God :
is “big enough, powerful enough, :
wise enough, and good enough to :

: s I was preparing to write
: this article, my ministry col-

handle the myriad of requests from

... millions of people...” Dunn takes :
us from prayer and answered prayer :
to consider “what our response :
to God’s providence should be..” :
This includes acknowledgment of :
God and His sovereignty, heartfelt :
: weeks before, we had prayed as a

Roy Davison takes us to the time : church that Alex would be able to

when God commanded Abraham to :
sacrifice Isaac. He points out that :
as God provided the sacrifice that :
saved Isaac, He also provides the :
lamb for our sins. “In addition to :
providing the sacrifice for our sins :
so we can be saved, the providence :

of God extends to all aspects of our : {}a answer has to be yes! Jesus was
lives.” George Mansfield considers : 4 man who prayed constantly, even
: when facing death (Lk.22:39ff.), and
Perhaps no story better demon- : ho 4160 taught his disciples to pray
ate ) . (Matt.6:8-15). And prayer is a recur-
bringing together two people "who : ing hiblical theme as God’s people

are both valuable and memorable.” : responded to Him throughout his-

In similar ways, how many times : tory (just scan through the Psalms).

have we seen strangers brought : gcripture encourages us to believe

together in seemingly coincidental : {5¢ prayer makes a difference—even

circumstances with eternal results. © aswe struggle with what God is doing

Finally, Thayer Salisbury recounts *in our lives (1 Sam.1:8-10; Neh.1:4:
: Isa.38:1-2).
mer co-worker, Albert Sweet and :

his encounter with K.C. Moser in :
a bank in Oklahoma City, following :
Sweet’s dismissal from a preaching :

position that resulted from a dis- : we are really thinking about God’s

agreement with the elders. Sweet ! sovereign control of His creation.

became a teller. But, his encounter : God governs his creation according

with brother Moser changed his life. : "t oy (1 Chron.29:11-12 and

He went on to work for his uncle, : Psa.115:3). But, although everything

R.B. Sweet, noted brotherhood pub- in creation happens according to

lisher. Salisbury observes, “We make : » 4. will, not everything is accord-

mistakes; we use poor judgment; we ing to His will in the same way. There

make a mess of the situation, but the : " . ainly things which God has

Lord takes our failure and makes of determined will happen, and which
He causes to happen. For example,
: the death of Christ (Acts 2:23).
: No prayer will change this—not
: even the prayer of Jesus Himself
¢ (Lk.22:411f)). Then, there are things
: which God desires to happen, but
¢ their happening is conditional on
fully and thankfully thinking about : our response. God does not cause
: them without our cooperation. In

. this category, we would place God’s

worship, humility and submission.

the story of Philip and the Ethiopian.

strates God’s Providence at work,

a story shared with him by a for-

it something good.”

We thank Paul Birston for his
work in planning and bringing this
issue together, and these brethren
for the contributions. As you read
their thoughts and results of their
studies, spend some time prayer-

how God’s Providence has blessed
your life.

December 2017

Providence and Prayer

David Dunn

league and very close friend,
Alex, died unexpectedly. The whole
question of providence and prayer
took on a more immediate and per-
sonal meaning. How was it that only

have successful surgery and now, we
were preparing for his funeral. What
difference did our prayer make?
And more generally, why should we
pray—does it make any difference
to God’s plans?

For us, who believe the Scriptures,

God’s Providential
Response to Our Prayers

When we think about providence,
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desire to save people (2 Pet.3:9;
Matt.23:37-39), and to sanctify them
(1 Thess.4:3).

Interestingly, it is this latter type
of providential event that Jesus
encourages his disciples to pray
for in Matthew 6. For example, He
desires to forgive our sins, but this
is conditional on our response. Since
Jesus encourages us to pray about
these sorts of events, we know that
God will listen to our prayer and may
decide to do something to encourage
our cooperation. He will not force us
to do what is required, but He can
certainly work in our lives and sur-
rounding events to help make our
compliance more likely (consider
Zacchaeus — Lk.19:1ff.). Yet only God
knows what, if anything, will make
the necessary difference. Only He
knows what subtle changes in life’s
events would be effective. Only He
has the foreknowledge and wisdom
of all possible events to make such
a decision. And normally, we will
not know whether He has acted,
or whether things have taken their
‘natural’ course.

However, there is another category
of events that falls within the will of
God, and it is usually this type that
we think of when we pray for God
to act. These are not events which
God decrees and actively causes, nor
are they events which He desires
but which require our compliance.
Rather, they are events on which God
has not spoken at all. In other words,
God has not stated any preference.
This category covers the multitude of
life’s details—from what we eat for
breakfast, what career we choose,
who will be our life’s partner, what
sicknesses we contract, and even how
we die. For example, God certainly
commands (desires) that we care for
our families (1 Tim.5:8), but nowhere
does He state any preference for
where we earn our money, what we
feed them, or what sort of house we
should live in. -
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Our lives are comprised of numer-
ous details on which God has made
no decisive pronouncement. As long
as we live within the decreed will of
God, and comply with His desires
revealed in Scripture, we are free to
live our lives as we choose—there is
no single will of God for us in these
areas—at least not one that He has
told us about. However, God still
encourages us to come to Him with
these matters (1 Pet.5:6-7). He is
big enough, powerful enough, wise
enough, and good enough to handle
the myriad of requests from the mil-
lions of people since the world began
(He will not be overwhelmed) and to
answer them in the way that both
fits in with His declared will and is
best for us.

In fact, the only criteria for asking
is that the prayer be in accordance
with His will (1 Jno.5:14). This means
first, that what we ask must fit in with
God’s decreed and desired purposes.
And God has clearly revealed these
in Scripture. But second, and to the
point here, that what we pray for is
something that God is willing to grant
within His overall control and which
He knows is best for us. In this area,
we will only know His will after the
event, for He has not revealed it to
us in his Word.

Paul tells us in Rom.8:28 that
whatever happens works out for good
for God’s people. This is precisely

because God is in control of all that
occurs. Even those things which He
does not desire—our sin and refusal
to comply with His desires—God
permits within His larger purpose,
and so He is still in control. Nothing
lies outside His will in this sense.
Therefore, James reminds us that
whatever we might plan to do with
our lives, even in those things where
God has said nothing, we should say,
“If the Lord wills, we shall live and do
this or that.” (Jam.4:13-15) That is,
we acknowledge that God may permit
it or prevent it, either through natural
means or by His direct intervention.

Our Prayerful Response
to God’s Providence

Returning briefly to Matthew 6,
we note that Jesus not only speaks
about some of the things we might
pray for, He also says something
about what our response to God’s
providence should be. Regardless of
His response, we acknowledge that
God is sovereign—the kingdom and
power is His, to Him alone belongs
the glory, forever and ever. Such a
response expresses our acknowledge-
ment that God is in control and that
He only does what is right and good.

Responding to God’s work in
our lives should include heartfelt
worship of such a God as this. One
who is sovereign over all, who is all
knowing and powerful to effect His

y————— -4
T T1
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will, even in the midst of creation’s
rebellion; who is all wise and good,
so that He effects what is best for
his creation, and particularly for
His people. We should respond in
humility, acknowledging that we do
not know or understand everything,
and that God’s answer is always
the best. We should respond with
submission—gladly accepting God’s
intervention in our lives to answer
our prayers as we have asked, or to
decline to intervene and not grant
what we desire. We submit to God’s
unerring wisdom and love.

As so, to Alex. His death was a
shock—to his family, and to our
little assembly. We believe that God
could have allowed him time to have
the operation, and he would still be
with us to help us in our service to
God for years to come. Surely that
would have been better. He would
have been here to continue being a
husband and father—to share many
more years doing what only he could
do. We think this should have been
God’s response to our church prayer.
But God thought otherwise. And in
failing to do what we asked, in decid-
ing not to prevent his passing, we
also believe (although we don’t yet
understand how) that God did what
was best for us.

Therefore, we conclude with Paul:
“Oh, the depth of the riches both of
the wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable are
His judgments and His
ways past finding out!
‘For who has known
the mind of the Lord?
Or who has become
His counsellor? Or
who has first given
to Him and it shall be
repaid to him?’ For
of Him and through
Him and to Him are
all things, to whom be
glory forever. Amen”
(Rom.11:33-36).

Newtownards,
Ireland
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“The LORD Will Provide” (GENESIS 22:14)

(44 hen Abraham lifted his
I eyes and looked, and there
behind him was a ram
caught in a thicket by its horns. So
Abraham went and took the ram,
and offered it up for a burnt offer-
ing instead of his son. And Abraham
called the name of the place, The-
LORD-Will-Provide; as it is said to this
day, ‘In the Mount of the LORD it shall
be provided’” (Genesis 22:13, 14).

This was after Abraham had been
willing to obey God’s command to
offer his son, Isaac, as a sacrifice. He

Roy Davison

bore the cross on His shoulder upon
which He would be nailed.

In addition to providing the sacri-
fice for our sins so we can be saved,
the providence of God extends to all
aspects of our lives, “for in Him we
live and move and have our being”
(Acts 17:28).

As Elihu states: “If He should gather
to Himself His Spirit and His breath,
all flesh would perish together, and
man would return to dust” (Job
34:14, 15).

If God withdrew His Spirit and His
breath, life on earth would cease.
God did not create the universe like
a wound-up clock that now runs by
itself. The Son of God, through whom
the worlds were made, upholds “all
things by the word of His power”
(Hebrews 1:1-3).

All good that we enjoy is by the
providence of God: “Every good gift
and every perfect gift is from above,
and comes down from the Father of
lights” (James 1:17).

Although God has given man

was willing to do this because
He completely trusted God’s
promise that Isaac would be the

...God guides the affairs of this world
in such a way that good will prevail.

a choice between good and evil,
and although all men choose to
sin, God guides the affairs of

father of his posterity (Genesis
17:21).

This is explained in the New
Testament: “By faith Abraham, when
he was tested, offered up Isaac, and
he who had received the promises
offered up his only begotten son, of
whom it was said, ‘In Isaac your seed
shall be called,” concluding that God
was able to raise him up, even from
the dead, from which he also received
him in a figurative sense” (Hebrews
11:17-19).

In this faith, Abraham told his
servants, “Stay here with the don-
key; the lad and I will go yonder and
worship, and we will come back to
you” (Genesis 22:5). Although he fully
intended to obey God’s command, he
was confident that both he and Isaac
would return.

In this faith, when Isaac asked
him, “Look, the fire and the wood,
but where is the lamb for a burnt
offering?” he replied, “My son, God
will provide for Himself the lamb for
a burnt offering” (Genesis 22:7, 8).

According to the faith of Abraham,
God has indeed provided the Lamb
for an offering. Like Abraham, we
can trust the providence of God.
Abraham’s offer of his son prefigured
the giving of God’s Son as a sacrifice
for the sins of the world. Isaac carried
the wood on his shoulder that would
be used for him being sacrificed. Jesus
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How sad that so many people place
their trust in the shifting sands of
humanistic philosophy rather than
in the word of God. They believe life
exists by the providence of mindless
materialistic evolution, rather than by
the providence of God who in six days
“made the heavens and the earth, the
sea, and all that is in them” (Exodus
20:11).

Such people have “exchanged the
truth of God for the lie, and worshiped
and served the creature rather than
the Creator” (Romans 1:25).

God is displeased when men,
whom He made in His own spiritual
image, are ungrateful and deny His
providence: “For the wrath of God
is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness
of men, who suppress the truth in
unrighteousness, because what may
be known of God is manifest in them,
for God has shown it to them. For
since the creation of the world His
invisible attributes are clearly seen,
being understood by the things that
are made, even His eternal power and
Godhead, so that they are without
excuse, because, although they knew
God, they did not glorify Him as God,
nor were thankful, but became futile
in their thoughts, and their foolish
hearts were darkened” (Romans
1:18-21).
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this world in such a way that
good will prevail. He has promised
“that all things work together for
good to those who love God, to those
who are the called according to His
purpose” (Romans 8:28).

As Joseph told his brothers, who
had sold him into Egyptian slavery:
“As for you, you meant evil against
me; but God meant it for good, in
order to bring it about as it is this day,
to save many people alive” (Genesis
50:20).

God’s use of their evil action to bring
about good does not relieve them of
responsibility for their choice.

They requested forgiveness from
Joseph: “Now, please, forgive the
trespass of the servants of the God of
your father” (Genesis 50:17). Joseph
was willing to forgive and to leave
their final judgment in the hands of
God: “Do not be afraid, for am I in the
place of God?” ... “Now therefore, do
not be afraid; I will provide for you
and your little ones” (Genesis 50:19,
21). “And he comforted them and
spoke kindly to them.”

This is an example of the providence
of God in spite of evil. The very one
the evil brothers rejected and sold into
slavery, was used by God to provide
for them and their children. This
prefigures God’s provision of salvation
through Christ. -
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After saving us, God also helps us
to avoid evil and walk in righteous-
ness: “No temptation has overtaken
you except such as is common to
man; but God is faithful, who will
not allow you to be tempted beyond
what you are able, but with the
temptation will also make the way
of escape, that you may be able to
bear it” (1 Corinthians 10:13).

God, in His mercy, provides us with
all we need to be saved: “Grace and
peace be multiplied to you in the
knowledge of God and of Jesus our
Lord, as His divine power has given
to us all things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowledge of
Him who called us by glory and vir-
tue, by which have been given to us
exceedingly great and precious prom-
ises, that through these you may be
partakers of the divine nature, having
escaped the corruption that is in the
world through lust” (2 Peter 1:2-4).

God’s providence does not mean
there is nothing for us to do. Peter
continues: “But also for this very
reason, giving all diligence, add to

Pictures
& Reports

We are always looking for items concern-
ing outreach and service activities of
congregations across Canada. Pictures
are worth a thousand words, they
say, and we like to have pictures we
can publish on mission outreach and
service projects in evangelism, teach-
ing and doing service. These may be
of work done in Canada or by Canadian
congregational groups who travel and
serve outside of Canada. Good quality
digital photographs allow us to see, be
encouraged by and praise God for these
activities of our fellow Christians. We
look forward to being able to share these
“good news reports” with readers of the
Gospel Herald.

— The editors
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your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge,
to knowledge self-control, to self-
control perseverance, to persever-
ance godliness, to godliness brotherly
kindness, and to brotherly kindness
love. For if these things are yours and
abound, you will be neither barren
nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ. For he who lacks
these things is shortsighted, even
to blindness, and has forgotten that
he was cleansed from his old sins”
(2 Peter 1:5-9).

God provides all we need to be
saved. It will never be God’s fault that
anyone is lost. But notice the word
“if,” “if these things are yours and
abound, you will be neither barren
nor unfruitful.”

Our calling and election leads to
ultimate salvation only if we make
use of the spiritual resources God
provides. Peter continues with this
conclusion: “Therefore, brethren,
be even more diligent to make your
call and election sure, for if you do
these things you will never stumble;
for so an entrance will be supplied to
you abundantly into the everlasting
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ” (2 Peter 1:10, 11). Notice the
word “if” again, “if you do these things
you will never stumble.”

Who controls your life? “A man’s
heart plans his way, but the LORD
directs his steps” (Proverbs 16:9). If
things do not work out exactly as you
planned, do not worry. God knows
what He is doing.

Go ahead and make your plans,
but keep in mind that God may have
something completely different in
store for you. “Come now, you who
say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go
to such and such a city, spend a year
there, buy and sell, and make a profit’;
whereas you do not know what will
happen tomorrow. For what is your
life? It is even a vapor that appears
for a little time and then vanishes
away. Instead you ought to say, ‘If the
Lord wills, we shall live and do this
or that’” (James 4:13-15).

Like Abraham, let us fully trust in
the providence of God. “In the Mount
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of the LORD it shall be provided”
(Genesis 22:14).

Prophetically, the Mount of the Lord
represents the church of Christ. Isaiah
said of the Messianic reign:

“Now it shall come to pass in the
latter days

That the mountain of the LORD’s
house

Shall be established on the top of
the mountains,

And shall be exalted above the
hills;

And all nations shall flow to it.
Many people shall come and say,

‘Come, and let us go up to the
mountain of the LORD,

To the house of the God of Jacob;
He will teach us His ways,
And we shall walk in His paths.’

For out of Zion shall go forth the
law,

And the word of the LORD from
Jerusalem”

(Isaiah 2:2, 3 // Micah 4:1).

This was fulfilled in the first century
when the church was established and
the gospel went forth from Jerusalem
into the whole world.

“But you have come to Mount
Zion and to the city of the living
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an
innumerable company of angels, to
the general assembly and church of
the firstborn who are registered in
heaven” (Hebrews 12:22, 23).

In the church of Christ we are
provided with all we need to be
saved, and God has promised that if
we seek His kingdom and His righ-
teousness first in our lives, He will
provide for all our daily needs as well
(Matthew 6:33).

“The LORD will provide” (Genesis
22:14).

Roy Davison
Alken, Belgium.
http:/www.oldpaths.com/RD
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The Providence of God Seen
as Seen in Philip the Evangelist and the Ethiopian Man

his short contribution regard-
ing the providence of God will
focus on the amazing good

news event we read about in the
Acts 8:26 to the end.

First, though, allow me to say what
comes to my mind when we think of
God’s providence. It is God’s super-
intendence in people and events that
brings a favourable end. It is to be
seen apart from the miraculous. To
help clarify, think of the miracle at
the Red Sea and the ensuing wil-
derness wanderings through which
God brought into being a nation, the
nation of Israel. That was miracu-

George Mansfield

like Pharaoh was the dynastic name,
or title, of the kings of Egypt, and
Caesar was the same in Rome.
Eunuchs were familiar figures in the
royal courts of ancient cultures. They
were considered loyal, safe, and dis-
posable. Though they were servants
or slaves, many rose to positions of
high authority, as this man did. He
was a proselyte to Judaism who had
traveled 1500 miles from his home
in Ethiopia via a chariot to worship
at the temple, even though eunuchs,
and anyone who had undergone
genital mutilation, were barred from
full participation in Israel’s worship

what you are reading?” Philip asked.
“How can I,” he said, “unless some-
one explains it to me?” So he invited
Philip to come up and sit with him.

Now the Scripture passage he was
reading was this (found in Isaiah 53):

He was led like a sheep to the
slaughter, and as a lamb is silent
before its shearer, so he does not
open his mouth. In his humiliation
justice was denied him. Who will
describe his generation? For his life
is taken from the earth.

His reading of this famous and fab-
ulous Scripture left him in awe but

lous. A difference can be seen
in the amazing, seemingly
coincidental, events in the life
of Joseph.

Jews of that time thought that the
suffering servant either represented
Israel... or...Isaiah himself.

wondering “to whom is this
referring?” So, of necessity,
he asks the evangelist to
jump into the chariot and
help him interpret the

Each of the above is God at
work; supervising, overseeing and
bringing to fruition what He desires
and plans, but the first is miraculous
and the second is providential.

An angel of the Lord spoke to
Philip, an evangelist for Jesus: “Get
up and go south to the road that
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.”
(This is the desert road.) So he got up
and went. There was an Ethiopian
man, a eunuch and high official of
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians,
who was in charge of her entire
treasury. He had come to worship
in Jerusalem and was sitting in his
chariot on his way home, reading the
prophet Isaiah aloud. — Acts 8:26-28
(Christian Standard Bible).

After the success of Philip’s min-
istry in Samaria, God had another
important job for him. Philip had
preached to crowds in Samaria,
but now God sent him to concen-
trate on one man. He was a eunuch
from Ethiopia, and as Luke says, an
important official in charge of all the
treasury of Candace, queen of the
Ethiopians. Candace was the dynas-
tic name of the queens of Ethiopia,
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(Deut. 23:1). Ironic in a culture that
required circumcision!

This eunuch was a man of contra-
dictions. He had wealth and power,
but was a slave with no rights. He
believed in the God of Israel so much
that he traveled a great distance
to worship at his temple, but was
denied full participation because
of his physical disability. But after
his encounter with Philip and with
Jesus, he would experience the
freedom and inclusion that he had
never known before. As he traveled
along the road in his chariot, he read
aloud from the Book of Isaiah. It was
common to read aloud in ancient cul-
tures, maybe to show that you really
could read in a world where most
were illiterate. The fact that he had
his own scroll of Isaiah shows how
rich he was. Books at that time were
copied by hand, and very expensive.

In our Bibles we find, The Spirit
told Philip, “Go to that chariot and
stay near it.”

Then Philip ran up to the chariot
and heard the man reading Isaiah
the prophet. “Do you understand
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words.

Twice in this story, God tells Philip
to go somewhere, and Philip goes.
If we want to be used by God, we
have to go where he tells us to go.
If you doubt that God’s timing is
perfect, consider the passage from
Isaiah that the eunuch “happened”
to be reading when Philip was
within earshot. He might have been
reading prophecies against Assyria
or Babylon (Isaiah 10, 13), or pas-
sages regarding the conquering
Davidic Messiah in Isaiah 11, but
in God’s providence, he was reading
the Suffering Servant passage from
Isaiah 53. It presents the perfect
picture of how Jesus had suffered
and died not long before in spite of
the fact that the original came from
the mind of God hundreds of years
earlier. This provided the perfect
opportunity for Philip to tell him
about Jesus.

The eunuch said to Philip, “7 ask
you, who is the prophet saying this
about—himself or someone else?”
Philip proceeded to tell him the good
news about Jesus, beginning with
that Scripture. -
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Philip’s question to the eunuch, “Do
you understand what you are read-
ing?”, is exactly the right question.
Jews of that time thought that the
suffering servant either represented
Israel, who had suffered for many
years in wars, exile, and persecu-
tion, or that he represented Isaiah
himself. They didn’t want to think
that the suffering servant could rep-
resent the Messiah. They wanted to
think of the Messiah as a conquering
king. That’s why the eunuch asked
the question he asked, “who is the
prophet talking about, himself or
someone else?” 1 can just see Philip,
in his common clothes, sporting his
dust covered feet, sitting in this fancy
chariot next to a rich foreign official
in fine robes, starting at the begin-
ning of Isaiah 53 and showing how
each sentence referred to the events
of the last Passover in Jerusalem,
and the suffering and death of Jesus.
When God told Philip to go, he went,
and he arrived at the exact right time
to share the gospel with the one God
sent him to. If Philip had delayed or
argued with God, this meeting would
never have happened, or he would
have caught up with the chariot at
the wrong time. When God tells you
to go somewhere or do something,
don’t delay or argue. Just do it. That
is the right time.

As they traveled along the road,
they came to some water and the
eunuch said, “Look, here is water.
Why shouldn’t I be baptized?” And
he gave orders to stop the chariot.
Then both Philip and the eunuch
went down into the water and Philip

baptized him. When they came up
out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord
suddenly took Philip away, and the
eunuch did not see him again, but
went on his way rejoicing. Philip,
however, appeared at Azotus and
traveled about, preaching the gospel
in all the towns until he reached
Caesarea.

I believe we have every right to
apply the “necessary inference” rule
at this juncture. Philip “preached
Christ” to him, then the Ethiopian
man asked a question about his
need or worthiness to be baptized.
It seems that we are correct in
assuming that in the preaching of
the gospel, there should always be
an opportunity, and perhaps encour-
agement to faith, repentance and
baptism included.

At some point in this textual
study that led to a real and vibrant
faith, Phillip showed his inquirer
the direct connection between the
cross event and the baptism event.
The cross-event captures the death,
burial and resurrection of Jesus and
the baptism-event includes hearing
and believing the gospel, then the
subject must repent of past sins
and be immersed in water in order
to be saved.

Philip didn’t have to persuade this
man about this need. The Ethiopian
Eunuch was the one who asked
Philip, and that indicated he saw
the likeness between the cross-event
and the baptism-event. All this by
possessing a spiritual yearning, a
desire to make sacrifices to know

-

The ICE LAKE
Congregation of the Church of Christ

is seeking to hire a Biblically sound preacher.
We own our building and church house.
To those wishing more information please respond to:
Ice Lake Church of Christ
408B Robertson Rd., R.R. #1, Site # 2, Box # 3
Gore Bay, Ontario POP 1HO
Or via email to lan@IWSWoodProducts.com

J
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what God’s word says, a preacher
nudged by God to explain more fully
what the Old Testament prophet was
really saying and a willing spirit to
accept what he probably had never
heard of before: immersion in water
in order to have Jesus as his Lord.

Think very carefully and prayer-
fully brothers and sisters. Do you
make the sacrifices and take the
time to find out what God wants for
you from a book you are somewhat
familiar with? Recall, “blessed are
those who hunger and thirst for righ-
teousness, for they shall be filled.”
-Matthew 5:6. That is the promise
of Jesus, but do not remove it from
it’s setting.

In the last two verses of this
account we hear [that] Philip and
the eunuch went down into the
water, and [Philip] baptized him.
When they came up out of the water,
the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip
away, and the eunuch did not see
him any longer but went on his way
rejoicing. Philip appeared in Azotus,
and he was traveling and preaching
the gospel in all the towns until he
came to Caesar.

The providence of God brought
together two people who are bhoth
valuable and memorable. Philip,
used by God, shone brightly in doing
his job for his Heavenly Father, and
he “appeared in Azotos,: and con-
tinued to preach the gospel in all
the towns in the vicinity including
Caesarea.” What a glorious career!

The Ethiopian convert “went on
his way rejoicing” and Philip never
saw him again. However, it is quite
possible that this conversion might
have been the spark that lit the
fire that eventually turned into the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church.

This Ethiopian Orthodox is the old-
est continuously organized denomi-
nation in Christianity, predating the
Greek and Roman Churches. Who on
earth knows?

Grimsby, Ontario
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A Sweet Story of God’s Sovereignty

course work for my MA in bibli-

cal and related studies. I would
not actually receive the diploma
until 1983, but I was, essentially,
a “Master of Arts.” Armed with my
degree I, of course, had no difficulty
landing a job as a janitor at a school
in Oklahoma City.

The plan was for us to go to Brazil
as missionaries. But first we needed
a sponsoring congregation, and we
needed to get to know that con-
gregation. The church in Bethany,
Oklahoma was to be our sponsor, so
we wanted to live in that area, and
worship with that congregation, for a
couple of years before heading

In July of 1982 I finished all the

Thayer Salisbury
work was in a small town in western
Oklahoma. If he told me the name of
the town, I have forgotten it.

World War Two was winding
toward its close as Albert carried
on this work. Although the town was
small, and the congregation was not
large, they were unusually well off.
Several of the members had oil on
their land. The war had raised the
demand for oil, as well as the demand
for what their farms produced. The
“Dust Bowl” era was over. Prosperity
had come.

Early in 1945, with the outcome of
the war all but certain, Otis Gatewood
began to make plans to move to

Albert to drive him to a gospel meet-
ing in Chandler, Oklahoma. Albert
agreed. Naturally, Albert also went
in and participated in the services
at Chandler.

“As 1 listened to brother Moser
preach,” Albert said, “he kept talk-
ing about something called ‘grace.’
It seemed like a new doctrine to me.
I did not know about grace. That
meeting changed my life.”

We arrived at my home as Albert
finished his story. I said, “Brother
Sweet, would you be willing to
preach a dialogue sermon with me
some time.” Albert replied, “I would
be delighted to preach a dialogue
sermon with you. But, by

to Brazil.

While I earned most of my
income from janitorial work,
I did teach classes and preach
occasionally. The church had

He who could make something good out
of the execution of an innocent man by
crucifixion, can make something good of
our lives, and even of our mistakes.

the way, what is a dialogue
sermon?” I explained that
a dialogue sermon is a
sermon where two preach-
ers—who are in agreement

two fully supported workers.

Albert Sweet had been with the
congregation for 13 years. He was
transitioning into retirement. Ron
Bell was transitioning from youth
ministry into full-time preaching. I
was getting to know the congregation
while making preparations to go to
Brazil. (By the way, we never did get
to Brazil. But that is another story.)

Albert, Ron and I shared the
preaching from late in 1982 until
the middle of 1983. Each of us would
preach about three sermons per
month.

One Sunday evening the elders
asked that I stay and meet with them.
I do not remember the topic under
discussion in that meeting, but I think
it may have been some minor detail
about the scheduling of the preaching.
My wife wanted to get the children
to bed, so she went on home. Albert
Sweet (who was an elder as well as
one of the preachers) promised to
give me a lift home.

As Albert drove me home, he began
to reminisce about his years in the
ministry. He told me that his first

December 2017

Germany to help the suffering masses
in the defeated country. News of
brother Gatewood’s plans reached
the little church in Oklahoma. A sis-
ter in the congregation, who was a
nurse, made plans to accompany the
Gatewoods and join in the work. She
appealed to the elders for assistance,
but was flatly refused.

Young Albert Sweet lost his tem-
per. He told two of the elders (each
of whom Albert believed to be mil-
lionaires) that at their deaths they
would be going straight to hell. Not
surprisingly, they replied that Albert’s
services were no longer required,
and he was to vacate the parsonage
as soon as possible.

Albert, discouraged, defeated, and
disillusioned, moved to Oklahoma
City, and took a job as a teller in a
bank.

Not long after this, K.C. Moser
came into the bank to cash a check.
Moser would not have been an old
man at this time (only about 52), but
he told Albert that he did not see well
enough to drive at night. He asked
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on the topic, but who see it
from different points of view—discuss
a biblical topic while the congrega-
tion listens.

We set a meeting for a couple of
days later to plan the dialogue. At this
meeting we agreed on a topic “The
Providence of God”, and agreed on a
couple of basic ground rules. I would
bring my examples and texts from the
Old Testament while Albert would
bring his from the New Testament.
For me, that meant that I would
use the Joseph story and possibly
the books of Esther or Ruth. Albert
planned to concentrate on Romans
chapter 8, and make some reference
to the book of Philemon.

A month later, we were ready.
When the congregation gathered on
Sunday evening, there were two lec-
terns on the platform. When the time
came for the sermon, two preachers
stood before them. I began by explain-
ing that this was a dialogue, not a
debate. I told them that Albert and
I were in agreement on the subject,
but that we viewed it from different
angles. For me, at 25 years of age,

belief in the providence of God was
ﬁ
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a doctrine, a theory. But for Albert,
at 65 years of age, it was something
more than that.

Albert then began with a brief
exposition of some verses in Romans
8. I followed with a retelling of the
story of Joseph. I then passed it
back to Albert who talked about
Philemon. My next section was on
Esther, I believe, and then I asked
Albert, “Brother Sweet, why not give
the congregation an example from
your own life.”

Albert told the story. He was honest
about himself. As a young preacher,
he had been a legalist, unaware of
the grace of God. He lost his temper
with some men who seemed to lack
faith and to be stingy. He lost his job,
his hope, his ministry. God had not
caused those men to be stingy. God
had not caused Albert to lose his
temper. But God had used their stin-
giness, and Albert’s temper, to put
Albert in a bank, where K.C. Moser
would ask for his help, which would
bring Albert under an influence that

would change his understanding of
God forever.

The young legalist would go on to
work for his uncle and his brother.
In the 1960s Albert was the editor of
the best-selling Bible class material
in our brotherhood. The Sweet mate-
rial was far from perfect, of course,
but what might it have been if these
events had not occurred?

The Lord did not cause Albert’s
anger or the jealousy of Joseph’s
brothers, but he used both for good.
The Lord did not tell Elimelech and
Naomi to flee to Moab, but he used
their choice for good. The Lord did
not force Philemon to run from his
master, but he used that flight to help
Philemon know his real master.

We could go on and on, using
examples from the Bible and from
our own lives. We make mistakes;
we use poor judgment; we make a
mess of the situation. But the Lord
takes our failure and makes of it
something good.

Tell These Stories!

Our youth are frightened and
fearful. The world seems to be out
of control. Even those who want to
honor the Lord often make foolish
mistakes in his name. At 25 years of
age, [ needed Albert’s story, Joseph’s
story, Ruth’s story, Esther’s story,
Philemon’s story. Today, our youth
need all those Bible stories and a
few of our personal stories as well.
They need to know that what the
Lord did in Genesis, he was still
doing in Moab during the era of the
Judges, in Persia during the reign of
Ahasuerus, in Asia Minor in the first
century, and in Oklahoma during the
chaos of World War Two. They need
to know that he is still active behind
the scenes today.

The sweet story of God’s sover-
eignty is not over. He who could make
something good out of the execution
of an innocent man by crucifixion, can
make something good of our lives,
and even of our mistakes.

Toledo, Ohio

Remember Someone Special

You may honour a friend or family member by making a contribution or you may want to make a
memorial gift in memory of a special person. In either case, we will send an appropriate letter to the
honoured person or to a family member acknowledging your thoughtfulness. You are welcome to use the
convenient form below to let us know your wishes.

HONORARY AND/OR MEMORIAL GIFT(S)

$ In Memory of:
Given by: In Honour of:
PO Box or Street: For:

City Notify:

Province Postal Code:

PO Box or Street:

City

Province Postal Code

Send your Tax Deductible Contribution to:

Key To The Kingdom, Strathmore Blvd Church of Christ, 346 Strathmore Blvd., Toronto, ON, M4C 1N3
(Please make cheques payable to: Strathmore Boulevard Church of Christ with Key on the memo line)
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Giving: What’s In It For Me?

ecently, I read an article in a
Rmagazine designed for “older

folks”, entitled “Giving is Good
for You”. The author defined giving
as the donating of time or money to
a worthy cause. Based on research
studies, the article stated that giving
benefited the giver in the following
ways.

1. It makes you feel good. Spending
time or money on others is more
likely to lift your spirits than is
treating yourself to something
special. The amount of money does
not matter. The feeling lasts longer
if practiced regularly. “Generally
speaking, generosity predicts high-
er well-being for donors.”

2. It is good for your health. Older
adults who give of their time may
delay age-related ills. Studies
have shown strong evidence that
volunteers had decreased symp-
toms of depression, fewer func-
tional limitations and lived longer
than non-volunteers. Volunteering
may also be associated with cog-
nitive gains.

And if you are donating money, a US
study found that even after controlling
for factors such as income, physical
activity and marital status, generosity
was linked with lower blood pres-
sure. “To our surprise, this change
was similar in magnitude to what is
typically observed when people start
engaging in aerobic exercise.”

3. It provides a sense of purpose
which contributes to ones mental
and physical health. The feeling
that you have made a difference
amplifies the joy derived from
giving.

4. It sets an example for others.
Generosity is contagious. “Other
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research suggests that volunteer-
ing by older adults increases altru-
istic attitudes in younger people.”!

Good works are not meritorious.
They do not earn us a place in heaven.
But they do pay dividends. Besides
those things mentioned in the maga-
zine article, Scripture tells us this.
“Give, and it will be given to you. A
good measure, pressed down, shaken
together and running over, will be
poured into your lap. For with the
measure you use, it will be measured
to you” — Luke 6:38 (NIV 1984).

“Remember this: Whoever sows
sparingly will also reap sparingly,
and whoever sows generously will
also reap generously. Each man
should give what he has decided in
his heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver. And God is able to
make all grace abound to you, so
that in all things at all times, having
all that you need, you will abound
in every good work” - 2 Corinthians
9:6-8 (NIV 1984).

Jesus said it very simply. “It is more
blessed to give than to receive” (Acts
20:35a). However, a desire to gain
blessings for oneself should not be
the motivation for doing good.

James and John told us that our
faith and love of God are revealed
through our good deeds. “If a brother
or sister is poorly clothed and lack-
ing in daily food, and one of you says
to them, ‘Go in peace, be warmed
and filled,” without giving them the
things needed for the body, what
good is that? So also faith by itself,
if it does not have works, is dead”
— James 2:15-17 (ESV).

“If anyone has material posses-
sions and sees his brother in need
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but has no pity on him, how can
the love of God be in him? Dear
children, let us not love with words
or tongue but with actions and in
truth” — 1 John 3:17, 18 (NIV 1984).

Acts 10:38 tells us, “And you know
that God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
with the Holy Spirit and with power.
Then Jesus went around doing good
and healing all who were oppressed
by the devil, for God was with him”
(NLT). “Because giving was the
essence of the Saviour’s life, it is a
holy habit to be cultivated by everyone
who wears His name.”2

“He [Christ] gave his life to free
us from every kind of sin, to cleanse
us, and to make us his very own
people, totally committed to doing
good deeds” — Titus 2:14 (NLT).

Giving is expected of Jesus’ follow-
ers. “For we are God’s workman-
ship, created in Christ Jesus to do
good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do” — Ephesians
2:10 (NIV 1984).

“And let our people learn to devote
themselves to good works, so as to
help cases of urgent need, and not
be unfruitful” - Titus 3:14 (ESV).

“Remind them to be submissive
to rulers and authorities, to be
obedient, to be ready for every good
work” - Titus 3:1 (ESV).

“So then, as we have opportunity,
let us do good to everyone, and
especially to those who are of the
household of faith” — Galatians 6:10
(ESV).

Our good deeds bring glory to God
and please Him. “He who oppresses
the poor shows contempt for their
Maker, but whoever is kind to the
needy honors God” — Proverbs 14:31
(NIV 1984).

“Keep your conduct among the
Gentiles honorable, so that when
they speak against you as evil doers,
they may see your good deeds and
glorify God on the day of visitation”
— 1 Peter 2:12 (ESV).

“And do not forget to do good and

to share with others, for with such
ﬁ
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sacrifices God is pleased” — Hebrews 3. Start early. Get started the 8. Redeem time. Too many precious
13:16 (NIV 1984). moment your feet hit the floor. minutes are wasted that could
Giving is an integral part of encour- Don’t procrastinate or the day be put to good use. Take advan-
agement. “The crowning achievement and its opportunities will slip by tage of waiting rooms and long
of encouragement is learning to give you. lines. (also commutes, etc.)
yourself away in small deeds of kind- 4, Begin at home. Don’t treat 9. Respect everyone. Above
ness.”* “And if you give even a cup strangers better than your own everything else on earth, prize
of cold water to one of the least family. Make home your [giv- people, and treat the very least
of my followers, you will surely be ing] laboratory and experiment with the same dignity you would
rewarded” - Matthew 10:42 (NLT). freely. afford Jesus.
“Money and material possessions . . . .
are often the least meaningful gifts. 5. Act qulcl.cly. When.a warm- 10. Think small. Q.ult Waltlng to
What people want and need is the hearted impulse hits you, act perform headline-grabbing
time and attention of someone who on it right then. Otherwise it heroics. Be practical, not pre-
cares for them.”4 will dissipate and a wondrous tentious. Seize the small!®
In his book, The Barnabas Factor, moment will be lost forever. Since our IOViIlg Father has lavished

Aubrey Johnson offers these ten 6. Be alert. Opportunities to His gifts so richly upon us, how can
guidelines for giving. encourage [through giving] are ~ we not gladly share those gifts with
1. Value yourself. Everyone has nearly always present to the others?

something worthwhile to give, discerning eye. See with your 1 Good Times Magazine, November 2017, “Giving

and you are no exception. heart and they will materialize Is Good for You”, pp 23-29

Accentuate your unique skills around you. 2 The Barnabas Factor by Aubrey Johnson, Gospel

and talents. 7. Enjoy giving. Encouraging Advocate Co., 2004, p 99.
2. Don’t barter. Nothing is more [through giving] is one of life’s 3 Ibid. p 96.

repugnant than a gift with greatest but most underappre- 4 Ibid. p 99.

strings attached. Always give
expecting nothing in return.

Anjul Enferprises

Andrea Des Groseilliers
Proprietor

Bookkeeping & Tax Preparation

FOR THE PERSONAL TOUCH!

(905) 964-9887 Niagara
(289) 799-2338 Hamilton
asharondes@cogeco.ca

81 Jefferson Ct. W.
Welland, ON
L3C 7G5

- Experienced
- Efile Available

Bookkeeping & Tax Preparation

- Pick up & drop off
- Reasonable rates

ciated pleasures. Savour the
moment as God’s gift to you.

5 |bid. pp 102, 103.

f

mhe Thessalon on church

of Christ is seeking applications for the
position of full time evangelist.

Thessalon and area has a population of
about 2,500 and is located on the north
shore of Lake Huron, about one hour east
of Sault Ste Marie.

Our congregation of about 70 members
wants to work with an enthusiastic and
dedicated individual in ministering to our
Church family and community. A three

bedroom house with a finished basement

FOR THE PERSONAL TOUCH! is included.

Look for me on Facebook! Email applications to

rpm186nlr@yahoo.ca or phone
Roger Mulligan at 705-842-2933
if you have any questions.

asharondes@cogeco.ca

“Andrea has filed Joyce’s and my income tax papers

the past several years promptly, effectively and cheerfully.
No problems. | heartily recommend her services”

Ralph Perry

J
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Deadly Spiritual Deceptions

“Love Jesus,
Not the Church”

t is not uncommon to meet people
Iwho claim to have a good relation-

ship with Christ, but who are not
active in any church. These people
live out the theory, “We can love
Jesus without caring much about the
church.” These people want to say
“yes” to Jesus but “no” to the church.

Before proceeding to criticize this
position, let’s acknowledge the situa-
tion that has led people to this point.
There have been churches that are
abusive, unscrupulous and unscrip-
tural. There are people who have been
hurt by churches like that. We have
no desire to defend such churches.

Of course, we might point out that
every good thing has been counter-
feited or adulterated. Money is often
counterfeited. Do we therefore quit
using money? There have been farm-
ers and shopkeepers who adulterate
food. Do we quit eating? No, in these
cases we look for genuine money; we
seek a better source for our food; or
we may even go back to the basics
and grow our own. So it should be
if the church we have known is not
striving to be what it should be.

But in responding to the notion that
we can love and serve Jesus without
being a part of the church, let us note
the following five truths.

Founded by Jesus

The church was founded by Jesus.
He said, “I will build my church, and
the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it” (Matthew 16:18, ESV).
Since Jesus founded the church, dare
we treat it as optional or unimport-
ant?

Jesus Died for the Church

It was the church for which Jesus
died. The Apostle Paul points this
out in speaking to the elders of the
Ephesian church. He said, “Pay care-
ful attention to yourselves and to all

December 2017

(ONE IN A SERIES OF SIX)
Thayer Salisbury

the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has
made you overseers, to care for the
church of God, which he obtained
with his own blood” (Acts 20:28, ESV).

Can we imagine someone meeting
Jesus and saying, “Jesus, you are a
real likeable guy. I really think highly
of you. But that stupid church, that
group of people you died for, I never
had any use for them.”

I do not know why Jesus thought it
worthwhile to die for a sorry bunch of
sinners like us, but I cannot see how
anyone who respects him could think
the church not worthy of our efforts.
As flawed as the church may be, if it
was worth his blood to purchase it,
it is worth our effort to support and
maintain it.

The Body of Jesus

The church is the body of Jesus. It
is called that repeatedly. For example,
in Ephesians 1:22-23 we read, “And
he put all things under his feet and
gave him as head over all things to
the church, which is his body, the
fullness of him who fills all in all”.
In Ephesians 5:29-30 we read, “For
no one ever hated his own flesh, but
nourishes and cherishes it, just as
Christ does the church, because we
are members of his body.”

Let us note that these texts not only
call the church his body, but clearly
indicate that it is very special to him
and in his plan. The first of those
texts (1:22-23) also says that his full-
ness is revealed in the church. The
person who tries to love Jesus while
bypassing the church will miss the
fullness of Jesus.

Makes Known
God’s Wisdom

We should also note that it is
through the church that God’s wisdom
is made known. Here a slightly lon-
ger quote is needed. “To me, though
I am the very least of all the saints,
this grace was given, to preach to the
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Gentiles the unsearchable riches of
Christ, and to bring to light for every-
one what is the plan of the mystery
hidden for ages in God who created
all things, so that through the church
the manifold wisdom of God might
now be made known to the rulers and
authorities in the heavenly places”
(Ephesians 3:8-10, ESV).

Should we not want to be a part of
that body of people through whom
God is making his wisdom known?

We cannot excuse ourselves by say-
ing, “0, but the church is so flawed.”
Often its very flaws are a means by
which God makes his greatness to be
seen. The flaws of its servants ensure
that the power will be seen to be of
God (see Eph 5:25-27 & 2 Cor 4:5-7).
As the late Raymond Kelcy used to
say, “One of the proofs of the divine
origin of the church is the preaching
it has endured.”

The Church, His Bride

The church is the “bride” of Christ.
She is not perfect, but he is perfecting
her. He loves her, as a man ought to
love his wife, and ought to love himself
(Ephesians 5:25-32). Dare we despise
what our Lord so loves?

We cannot seriously claim to have
a good relationship with someone if
we do not like his wife, ignore his
wisdom, show no regard for his body,
dislike the institution he founded and
for which he died. Of course every
church is imperfect—so is every bank,
every supermarket, every school—
everything that involves humans is
imperfect. But God has chosen to
work with imperfect people by means
of the imperfect institution called the
church. He has chosen to perfect us
by calling us together and working
with us in this way.

To say that we do not need the
church is to blaspheme God. It is to
claim that we are wiser than he, that
our ways are better than his.

Toledo, Ohio
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by Harold Bruggen
Church of Christ, Box 416
Fenwick, ON LOS 1C0
Email: Harold Bruggen at
hbruggen@gmail.com

NEW YORK

Niagara Falls, NY - LaSalle: On October
15 we celebrated the 60th anniversary for
Glen & Edna Mueller. On November 19,
after the morning worship service, we
delivered Thanksgiving Baskets to those
in need.

ONTARIO

Fenwick: From November 5 through
November 8, we enjoyed hearing Peter
Morphy present lessons from Proverbs.
Visitors came each night which was a great
encouragement to us. Average attendance
was 35. On October 31, we were able to
hand out 47 goodie bags with invitations
to worship enclosed. The Young Disciples
Club continues to meet each month.

Meaford: The fall is a busy time for
everyone as kids get back to school and we
all prepare for the coming cold weather. It’s
been busy in Meaford as well. We have had
some fun and exciting things happening.
In October Dave and Barb Ellis hosted a
highly successfully fish fry to benefit Cuba.
Later in the month we were fortunate to
have Peter Morphy come and share a series
of lessons with us that focused on how we
relate to the world and how we can reach
them more effectively. It was a great series
and the ideas presented have been helpful
to everyone who attended. We have also
recently reached our goal of 3500lb of
food donated to the local food bank and
hope to add a good amount more to that
number before year end. With Christmas
approaching we have a special dinner for
our seniors coming November 29th and
a few days later we will be enjoying and
participating in the Meaford Santa Clause
parade. We are looking forward to a cold
but productive winter and to a new year
full of opportunity to serve God.

Toronto (Bayview Ave): Bayview has
been blessed with fine teaching and
preaching on Sundays. In Bible class Jean
Volcy is continuing his study of Isaiah two
weeks per month, while David Knutson
is furthering the examination of world
views, based on James Syres’ book, The
Universe Next Door, once a month. Chad
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Comfort has joined us one Sunday per
month and is presenting thoughts on how
to be a great Christian, with prayer the
most recent emphasis. The congregation
and many guests enjoyed a wonderful
potluck luncheon after service on the fifth
Sunday in October.

Toronto (Strathmore Blvd): On
November 11, the ladies at Strathmore
held their 7th Annual Ladies Retreat. The
main theme this year was Transformation.
There were three speakers including
Debra Hibbard who spoke on “The
Transformed Life’, Pauline Williams,
“Transformed Through Prayer” and Vivien
Braga, “Transformed By The Word.”
Approximately 69 ladies attended the event
and feedback was quite positive reflecting
it being an uplifting and encouraging day.
Of note, Strathmore Blvd. has officially des-
ignated their building as a fragrance-free
facility. The chemicals used in scented prod-
ucts can make some people sick, especially
those with fragrance sensitivities, asthma,
allergies and other medical conditions.
The congregation rejoices with Lurlene
Thompson who was baptized on November
8, 2017. Lurlene had been reflecting on
her previous baptism realizing that she at
that time didn’t fully understand baptism
was for the forgiveness of sins. Therefore,
she wanted to ensure her obedience to the
gospel by submitting to New Testament
baptism. We pray God blesses Lurlene richly
as she serves and honours Almighty God.
With the recent number of baptisms, a New
Converts Course series has been developed
to teach these new babes in Christ. One
Sunday per month has been set aside to
review course material completed each
month and to answer any questions from
that material. Brother Williams Diogu (one
of the Nigerian students) is spearheading
this effort. The Key To The Kingdom crew
completed their “on the road” filming for
the year in September at Owen Sound,
Collingwood and Meaford and in November
at Barrie and Pine Orchard. We appreciate
these congregations making their building
available for us and look forward in the
Spring and summer visiting other congre-
gations in Ontario.

Waterloo: On October 22 we will be
took up a special collection of $1,264 for
the Irish Mission to help support David
and Sally Dunn in their ministry work in
Newtonards. Our young adult’s ministry
hosted an event in Waterloo on Oct 28-29.
The purpose of the ministry “Equipped 2
Impact” was to develop practical ministry
skills. The weekend was focused on going
out into our surrounding community, serv-
ing others, and sharing the faith.
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Windsor - West Side: An idea was pre-
sented about having a trunk or treat here
at the building on Halloween. It was our
first ever attempt at this. It was a fun way
to invite neighborhood kids to just come
and see us. Hopefully we can continue to
make ways to be present in the lives of the
people around our community and may be
able to reach some who are looking for
God in their lives.

-WEST -

by Marion Waugh
#7, 420 Hunters Green
Edmonton, AB T6R 2X3
Phone: (780) 637-0867
Email: waughri@shaw.ca

(BC news supplied by Barbara Lewis)

ALBERTA

Edmonton: Nicolas Alang & Helen
Mbong, Magnus Alang & Elizabeth Alang,
Gary & Diane Friesen, Harry Jacques,
Bryce Johnson and Launa Johnson have
all made it known they wish to be part
of our congregation. Our fall fellowship
was a great success. Keith Lancaster led
5 praise & harmony workshops. In these
workshops we learned some singing tips
and some new songs. Bruce Boland of
Niagara Falls taught a series of lessons:
I stand in awe of the Creator; I stand in
awe of the Redeemer; I stand in awe of the
Word and I stand in awe of the Indweller.

BRITISH COLUMBIA

Burnaby: Our new classes for children
have started with the O.T. as it looks for-
ward with special emphasis on the promise
of a new Saviour who will come. The next
half will be studies in the N. T. revealing
how the Saviour they've been looking
forward to has come. Our adult class is
following the same pattern of study to cover
the purpose of God in giving the world
both the history of the Jews as well as the
foundation and origin of His church today.

Delta: We recently received a report
and personal letter from Mila & Sergei
Chubenko, who have been working with
the UBI in Kiev, Ukraine. We have been
supporting this couple since they were
introduced to us by Jay Don Rogers when
they arrived home last summer. They felt
this was a special couple who were stu-
dents, but also were exceptionally helpful
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in the UBI work going on in Donetsk. The
Rogers wanted to keep them working at the
school during the summer, but they would
need support. Delta Church decided we
could help by providing for them through
the summer and continue it through the
remainder of the year, when the commit-
ment will be re-evaluated.

Oakridge: Marilyn Jacobs hosted an
afternoon birthday party on Nov. 25 in
celebration of her mother’s reaching her
90th birthday. Betty Jacohs was the honoree
greeting well-wishers during the afternoon
at the Oakridge building. The auditorium
was also the scene of the wedding vows
made by Samantha Gray and Alan Hidalgo
on Oct. 14. The bride and groom provided
a luncheon for the congregation following
worship service the next day.

Salmon Arm: We are gearing up for fall
studies on several important subjects. One
is concerning why things happen badly
when we have a good God, (which is not
the title) and one concerning ways and
means to present that there is a God and
that we can share with conviction that He
exists. A new Sunday evening study using
a traveler’s journey book called “Acts of
God” with a DVD and written by Ross
Brodfueher, is being led by Bob Russell as
our discussion leader. We are encouraging
people we contact through the week to take
advantage of this opportunity.

Surrey: Our responder to the requests
for Bible correspondence courses which
both the church here and the TV program’s
“Key to the Kingdom”, Joanne Simonsen,
keeps an accurate record of the number for
any given year. As of the first ten months
of this year, there is quite an increase, as
she has taken care of 172 new requests.
She recently received one from a woman
asking for two teen lessons. Since the sur-
name was different from the girls’ names
given, Joann assumed it probably came
from their grandmother who soon advised
her that the girls are anxiously awaiting
the lessons which had not yet arrived.
When she explained to her that they are
being mailed from Western Canada, the
grandmother responded that the girls are
even more excited that they are coming
from Canada! Another interesting recent
request was from a man incarcerated in
a Regina prison who writes, “I would like
to know if there are any Bible studies or
material you can send me. I read daily and
assist in a Bible group here. I have very
limited resources here to help in my spiri-
tual journey. Thank you”. From a student
in Malawi who has been science topics in
relation to Bible lessons. They are good
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lessons and educative. Thanks to all those
taking their time to compile these lessons.
May God bless you all. Keep on teaching
us and others.” Joann answers all of these
requests as quickly as possible. A recent
baptism was performed at the request of
one of our members who questioned her
earlier decision.

MANITOBA

Winnipeg: The November Kid’s Club
made greeting cards to give out for
Christmas and other occasions. Rusty
Campbell who ministers in Ecuador, was
guest speaker, October 29. Later he led a
discussion on his sermon and answered
questions on his work in Ecuador. We
send support for him through the Manson
congregation. We took up a special col-
lection for David Dunn who is ministering
in Ireland.

SASKATCHEWAN

Weyburn: A come and go tea party was
held for Roland Olson’s 85th birthday. One
hundred eight pairs of mittens have been
collected so far for the Gentle Road church
in Regina.

Barbara Lewis

4920 N. Penn Ave.

Spokane, WA 99206-4475
e-mail: ray-bjl@comcast.net

WORLD BIBLE SCHOOL: Even though
the year 2017 is almost over, some of the
unexpected accomplishments by the body
of Christ worldwide have already been
shown to be amazingly helpful in increas-
ing the fold of God, which is the church
named for His son, the Christ. Bigger than
the fireworks that briefly light up the sky
as we usher in another year of opportu-
nities to invite people to share our faith
was the completion this year of another
helpful tool God has given us to increase
our ability to share His Word. The World
Bible School has proved ever since it was
introduced in the 1960’s (?) that when the
N. T. writer said that His Word which has
been preserved would draw people into his
Kingdom, it has taught people about His
love and pointed the way to a happy life.
In the Greek N.T. the word for “power”
is “dunimas”, which is the origin of our
word “dynamite”. The World Bible School’s
mission has simply been to give people a
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three-word motto: “You- Sharing-Jesus”,
which connects each of us to those looking
for a way to God and His promises. Each
year the number of people subscribing
to finding those looking for the Bible
increases and more learn how it can affect
their lives. 2017 has seen the finish and
application of one of the most effective
helps to keep our souls in contact with God
and his people. Already, there has been a
constant demand for this new WBS Study
edition English Standard Version of the
Bible which offers added notes to serve
as helpful guides to aid both students and
teachers. It also serves as an introduction
to all of the WBS courses that are offered
and gives a chronological reading of the
scripture.

BURMA (Myanmar): For the past eight
years, Partners in Progress has been
working with people in the Delta region of
Myanmar in an effort the share the gospel
with this Buddhist community. Nine thou-
sand people were fed for a year before a
devastating cyclone added another 2,000
to that number. The government forbade
any type of evangelism, but after a time,
those receiving food began to ask ques-
tions about where it came from and who
these people were. We simply answered
their questions, which eventually brought
about the baptism of 180 people. Until the
last few months, foreigners were forbid-
den even to visit the delta, but a newly
elected government has relaxed many of
the restrictions, and Bill and Marie-Claire
McDonough were able to visit the several
churches for the first time. They met with
a large congregation of about 70 people,
and were able to visit some of them in
their homes, where the people continued
to express their interest in studying the
Bible and growing in Christ. Still with very
little help from the outside, they continue
to teach their neighbors and bring them to
the Lord. However, with the recent prob-
lems Myanmar has had with thousands of
Muslim refugees coming from Pakistan,
there has been so much turmoil, we have
not been able to find out if they are also
filtering into the Delta region or not. We
ask you to remember these small house
churches as you ask that God gives them
strength, knowledge and wisdom.

PAPUA NEW GUINEA (Lae): “October
saw the total raised towards the new
classroom building for the Melanesian
Bible College reach nearly K95,000.00
(CN$37,850.00). There has been a bit of
confusion in our reports recently regard-

ing goals and timing, for which I want
ﬁ
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to apologize. A slight communication
breakdown among really busy people led

to an overdue coordination meeting this
past week. The outcome is the following: :
Gilmore, our brother who has designed the :
building and who works as a contractor, :

has received a quotation from Atlas Steel, Stan passed away September 21,

a local company. The cost to purchase the : 2017, after a long battle with can-

custom cut frame, etc. for the building is :

currently K130,000.00 (CN$51,800.00), : CéT- Stan was an active member

Another K20,000.00 will be required : 9 i :
: lived, including the Ice Lake Church

for the cement pad. This means that we :
: of Christ, Griersville Church of
¢ Christ, Meaford Church of Christ

: and the Kitchener Church of Christ.
overall goal of K400,000.00 (currently :

CN$159,400.00) is still in place, and is :

rgqmrel? t(;l Completel the Selcond kStage: : ing wife Leona Baker (Cann). Stan
the walls, flooring, electrical work, and will be missed by: Bob Buckton

furnishings (the old desks are termite- :

ridden) for the new building; maintenance : (Connie), Thomas Baker (Helen),

of the remaining classroom building; and :

: Rebecca Shortt (Roger), Rosanne
and the dormitories, which are located in : Collins (Bruce), and also by twelve
the settlgmept }oehlnd the sthol, as all of grandsons and ten great-grand-
the fencing is in poor condition, and we :

have ongoing problems with vandalism : children.

and the dorms being broken into when :

are currently working towards the first
stage: K150,000.00 (CN$59,800.00) to
see the building frame completed. The

new fencing for both the main property

the school season is out.

purchase the frame lest the cost increases

Building Project”, and include an email or

continue to trust God to supply.

In Canada:

Fenwick church of Christ
765 Welland Ave.,

P.O. Box 416,

Fenwick, ON LOS 1CO

In the U.S.A.:

Highland church of Christ
400 N. Houston Levee Rd.
Cordova, TN 38018

Att: Jackie Meadows

(This plea comes from the newsletter

South Pacific.)
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Baker, Stanley T.

of the Lord’s church wherever he

He was predeceased by his lov-

Leonard, Darrell Baker (Lori),

Stan is survived by three sisters,

: Jean Hastings, Dorothy McKee,

With the constant increase in prices :
here (and the falling value of the kina) we : Beity Osborne and one brother

are focused on reaching the K130,000.00 : William (Bill) Baker. Stan was pre-
mark as quickly as possible in order to : deceased by a brother Ken Baker
. and a sister Carol Hansen.

before we have enough funds. Please make :

sure that the donation is earmarked “MBC :
: mentor to many. His love for the
mailing address so that we can thank you : 1 op(, self-discipline and generous
and update you on progress made. If you ! heart served him well
have any questions or concerns, please : ’
don’t hesitate to contact me (ruthzimm@ :
gmail.com) or M.B.C. Principal, Jab Mesa,

at melanesianbiblecollege@gmail.com. We :

Stan was a good friend, and a

- submitted by Peter McDonald

Boyce, Aileen Margaret
(nee CANNON)
1921 - 2017

: Aileen Boyce passed away peace-
: fully at the Meaford Long Term
: Care Centre on Thursday, October
12,2017 in her 97th year. Beloved
- wife of 40 years to lan Boyce.
: Dear mother of the late Eric

: Zimmerman and mother-in-love
written monthly by Ruth Zimmerman, : {5 Janet Cope. Adored Grandma
currently the only person from North : .
America to speak to the needs of the : gf N{lartl}l C(():pe. Precsl?lceas-leld lby
Melanesian Bible School and what it means : rother Joe Cannon. She will also

to future generations of students in the : be greatly missed by many neph-

: ews and nieces.
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Aileen was born in Toronto
where she became a member of the
Fern Avenue church of Christ. She
traveled extensively and lived for
two years in Shanghai before set-
tling down on Wishing Well Farm
near Markdale, Ontario, where
she was a long time member of
the Vandeleur church of Christ.
Aileen was inspired by children,
babies and dogs and spent time
whenever she could be entertaining
them. She was known and loved for
her wit and her wisdom. She loved
classical music and spent many
hours listening while gardening
but more than anything she had a
great love for her Lord and for the
church and church family.

Those who knew Aileen well
will know that she thought the
world of her brother Joe Cannon
who spent his life as a missionary,
first in Japan and then in Papua
New Guinea, and later in life also
in the Ukraine. Thus, Aileen was
so proud of her son Eric who was
engaged to Janet Cope and they
had made plans to go and work
with uncle Joe in the mission fields
in New Guinea. Can you imag-
ine then the devastation she felt
when Eric was killed in a tractor
accident on the farm before the
wedding. Janet decided to go and
live out their dream working in
the Lord’s service in New Guinea
on her own. And so Aileen kept
in close contact with missionaries
who have continued to go to these
places from Canada.

A memorial service was well
attended Saturday, October 21,
2017, at 1 pm at the Meaford
church of Christ, with Vandeleur
minister Gordon Dennis and
song leader Tim Hotchkiss. Brian
Thompson of the Owen Sound
church also shared several mem-
ories of Aileen and how the
Thompson and Cannon and Boyce
families had enjoyed close ties of
friendship and Christian fellowship
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over many years. Les Cramp of the
Collingwood church also shared
how Aileen had impacted his life
and preaching and led a prayer.

Janet Cope read a letter Robin
Cannon had written on behalf of
Aileen’s nephews and nieces who,
because of distance, were not able
to attend but loved their Auntie
Aileen and had great memories
of times past with her. Janet also
shared how Aileen had impacted
her life for the better. Before her
passing Aileen had requested
that Beth Hotchkiss and Diann
Petch sing together the wonderful
hymn, “Dear Lord and Father of
Mankind”. This too was a special
time of worship to our Lord and
Father, as well as bringing more
memories of Aileen. At the closing
of the service Peter McDonald of
the Meaford church led a prayer
asking for God’s blessing upon the
food and fellowship we were to
partake of as we went downstairs
to the fellowship hall.

If desired, memorial donations to
Great Lakes Christian High School
or Great Lakes Bible College would
be appreciated by the family.

- submitted by Gordon Dennis

McDonald, Lloyd J.

After a brief illness, Lloyd passed
away on October 25, 2017, in Salt
Lake City, Utah, at age 64. Born in
Oshawa, On., Lloyd is the youngest
son of the late Leslie and Lillian
McDonald.

Lloyd had taken a teaching
position in Brockton, Montana, at
the Fort Peck Indian Reserve. He
had a very keen interest in Native
peoples and truly enjoyed the chal-
lenges of teaching in many different
reservations in Northern Ontario
and Manitoba over the years.
Lloyd had just begun his term in
Brockton, when he became very
ill, was transferred to Salt Lake
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City, and passed away from a very
aggressive form of leukaemia.

Lloyd will be missed by his sons
Brandon (Colleen) McDonald of
Windsor, Dallas (Lisa) McDonald
of Alabama, stepchildren, Tom
and Lisa Flagg, his grandchil-
dren, Andrew, Grace, and Abby
McDonald, his siblings, Dan (Marg)
of Mapleton Australia, Nancy
(Dave) of Oshawa, Peter (Gayle)
of Meaford and Roy (Lucy) of
Cathedral City, California along
with many nieces and nephews.
Lloyd had very special friends, Sue
and Ed Phillips of Windsor who will
miss him greatly.

Lloyd was predeceased by his
wife Geraldine and by his wife Sue
(Flagg).

A private family graveside ser-

vice will take place at Pinegrove
Cemetery, Prince Albert, ON.

- submitted by Nancy Jackson

Priestnall, Robert William

Robert (Bob) William Priestnall
was born January 16, 1933, in
Hamilton, Ontario, and passed
away Thursday, November 16,
2017, in Burlington, Ontario. His
parents were James and Edna
Priestnall, and he had three sib-
lings—Jim, of Burlington, Larry
of Alberta, and Diane, who died
in California in 2006.

In 1955 Bob married Bernice
Harrington, and they recently
celebrated their 62nd anniver-
sary. They had two children,
Rick, of Stoney Creek, Ontario,
and Lisa, of Burlington, Ontario.
Bob worked at Shell Oil refinery
in Oakville, Ontario for 25 years
until it closed, about two years for
Great Lakes Christian College as an
Admissions Counselor, and 10 years
for the Ministry of Environment in
Mississauga, Ontario. He had a spe-
cial love for Great Lakes Christian
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College, where he completed Grade
13 as part of its first graduating
class in 1953.

Jesus Christ and the church were
central to his life. When he was 14,
he and his mother began attending
the Ivon Avenue Church of Christ in
Hamilton and were soon baptized.
He continued with this church
when it moved to Stoney Creek in
1982, so for 70 years he was part
of the same group of Christians.
He served many ways during those
years, but he especially loved song
leading. He first did this when he
was 15, and he last did it a year or
so ago when he had to be helped
to his feet to do it one last time. He
also volunteered countless hours
looking after the church property,
fixing what needed repaired or
making sure someone else did it.

Bob and his brother, Jim, cared
for their mother for many years,
enabling her to stay in her own
home until she was 99. Each went
to her house three days a week
until she moved to a nursing home,
where she died in 2013 at age 101.
Meanwhile Bernice had serious
health problems, and Bob was look-
ing after his mother and his wife
in different nursing homes. During
this time, he developed Parkinson’s
disease and his health gradually
deteriorated. He went first to a
retirement home, and when his
health worsened, to Brant Centre,
where Bernice already lived.

Personal relationships were
very important to Bob, whether
at church, at work, or wherever
he lived, and he made a host of
friends along the way. Many of
these friends gathered at his
memorial service November 20,
2017, at Smith’s Funeral Home
in Burlington to celebrate a life
well-lived. Interment following the
service was at Burlington Memorial
Gardens.

— submitted by Edwin Broadus
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An Account of
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Restoration Movement
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Edwin Broadus has now completed his
anticipated, How the Disciples Grew in Ontario,
a companion volume to his earlier acclaimed
work, How the Disciples Came Together in Early
Ontario. This latest offering is without equal
in its comprehensive coverage and insight-
ful analysis of the Restoration movement
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCHES

This listing includes most but not all of the churches of Christ in Canada along with a few in
bordering states. Please help us to keep it useful by updating the information regularly. The
information, unless otherwise specified, is in the following order: Place of meeting; times of

Bible Class, Worship and mid-week gatherings; mailing address if different from meeting place;

(Post Office is at the beginning unless otherwise indicated); preacher; phone.

The Gospel Herald Publication exists to serve the non-instrumental Churches of Christ. The
church directory is included as a service to the congregations. It should be understood that
inclusion of a congregation in the church directory does not necessarily imply complete
endorsement, by the editors, of all practices of those listed.

PROVINCE OF ALBERTA

. David & Diane Phypers: 250-428-5937

CAMROSE: 4901 42 Street T4V 1A2;

Sunday AM Bible study 10 am; Sunday AM worship
service 11 am; Thursday Bible Study 7 PM;

Phone: (780) 672-1220 (Office);

Evangelist: David Friesen;

Email: info@camrosechurchofchrist.org

Website: www.camrosechurchofchrist.org

EDMONTON Church of Christ: meeting place in
NW of city; 13015 - 116 Avenue NW;

Ofc 780.455.1049; Fax 780.454.9545;

Mail: 11532 — 130 Street NW, Edmonton AB T5M 1A4
Sun 9:30 am Bible classes; 10:30 am Worship;
Wed 7 pm Bible Study CARE groups at the building
and in various homes (phone for location and other
times); Elders: Henri Bouchard, Walter Hreczuch,
Kirby Salter; Evangelist: Emanuel Burnstad
780.678.5395; Email: church5@telus.net;

Web: edmontonchurchofchrist.org

SOUTH EDMONTON: Southwood Community Centre
1880 — 37 street NW, Edmonton, AB;

Mailing Address: P. 0. Box 42126 Edmonton, AB
T6K 4C4; Evangelist: Roy Graneau; 780-902-1329
Sun. 10:00 adult & children’s Bible class,

11:00 worship; Midweek CARE Groups in homes
(phone evangelist for details);

Web: southedmontonchurchofchrist.org

Email: southedmonton.churchofchrist@gmail.com

LLOYDMINSTER Church of Christ: 4702 56 Ave.,
Mailing Address: Box 88, Lloydminster, AB T9V 0X9;
Sun. 10:00, 11:00; Mid-week in Homes, call for
information; Off (780) 875-4056; Lee Patmore, ev.;
res: (306) 825-2505; cell (306) 821-7446

e-mail: lee_patmore@me.com

MEDICINE HAT: Crescent Heights Church of Christ,
655 Stewart Dr. NW, T1A 7C2; Sun. 10, 11, 7;
Wed. 7; Jamie Lobert, ev. (403) 527-7346 or
(403) 527-7311 (off)

RED DEER: Davenport Church of Christ,

68 Donlevy Avenue, Red Deer,T4R 2Y8,

tel. 403-347-3986; (fax) 403.347.332, Edward Klym,
Minister/Evangelist; Sunday morning worship:
10:00 am, Sunday School: 11:00 am;

Wednesday Bible Class: 7:00 pm

Email: davenportchurchofchrist@gmail.com
Website: www.reddeerchurchofchrist.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/rdcoc

ST. ALBERT: Sunday Worship: 10:15 a.m. at the
St. Albert Seniors Center at 7 Tache St., St. Albert;
Wednesday Night Bible Study: 7:00 at —

call for address, Mailing Address: 20 Desmarais
Cres., St. Albert, AB T8N 5X7; (780) 690-9947,
E-mail: stalbertcofc@hotmail.com,

webpage: www.stalbertchurchofchrist.org

ABBOTSFORD (Central Valley): Sun. 10, 11; Thur.
7 PM, Meeting at: Suite 200 - 2445 West Railway
Street, Abbotsford, BC; Mailing address: #4 — 3292

(off); 859-5973 (res). If no answer 604-850-9001;
email: normjen@shaw.ca

CAMPBELL RIVER: 226 Hilchey Road

Campbell River, BC VOW 1P4; Contact: Office
(250) 923-5233; Charles Witty (250) 923-6396;
Jim McGeachy (250) 286-3780;
besijim2@nhotmail.com

COURTENAY: Tslolum Building, Lewis Park, Courtenay;
Worship 10 am; Ev. Bill Pakosz, ph. 250-923-6176;
Website: www.churchofchristcourtenay.org,

Email: Churchofchristcourtenay@shaw.ca

Mailing address: 2239 Oyster Garden Rd,

Campbell River. BC V9H 1E7
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CRESTON: Call for service times and place:

CROFTON: 1288 Smith Rd. Box 45, VOR 1RO0;
* Phone for time; (250) 246-3659.

. DELTA: Delta Christian School, 53rd &

. Ladner Trunk Road, Ladner; 9:45, 10:45; Midweek:

* Call for times; PO Box 18623, RPO Ladner, Delta, BC
. V4K 4V7; contact Larry Hoff (604) 943-1468;

Ron Bailey (604) 943-7517

* KELOWNA: Spring Valley Church of Christ,
: #106 - 1580 Springfield Road,

. Kelowna, B.C. V1Y 5V4 Sun. 10:30,

* Charlie McKnight, ev., Ph. 250-862-8739,
. email: McKnight8739@shaw.ca

* NANAIMO: 1720 Meredith Rd., V9S 2M4;

: Sun. 10:00, 11:00, Wed. meeting in homes

. 7:00 PM. Please phone for times and place.

* Wayne Peckett, (250) 758-6985, wjp.cc79@telus.net

. NORTH BEND Church of Christ:

. North Bend Community Hall, 48846 Highline Road,
* North Bend; Sun. 10:30 am; Mailing address:

: 47220 Green Ranch Road, North Bend, BC, VOK 1C1
: Bordy Krogsgaard 604-867-9420

* PRINCE GEORGE: 9465 Old Summit Road South,
. V2K 588, Sunday worship — 10 AM, 250-962-6978
* or 250-562-6708

: PRINCE RUPERT Church of Christ:

. 977 Prince Rupert Blvd.; PO Box 324, V8J 3P9;
* Sunday Bible classes 11:00

:+am, worship 10:00 am; Thurs. 7 pm;

. Contact: Meynard Carlow (250) 624-4449 (off)
* or (250) 624-3347

: SALMON ARM: 490- 5th Ave, S.W. V1E 1V4;

+ Sunday 10:00; Call for times and locations of

* other meetings; 250-833-0927; Doug Kendig, and

. Gordon Parmenter, elders; website: sa4dCHRIST.com

- SOUTH BURNABY Church of Christ

* (Metro Vancouver): 7485 Salisbury Ave., Burnaby

. BC V5E 3A5; Sunday worship: 10 a.m.; Bible classes
. for all ages: 10:45; Midweek groups meet in homes.
Kirk Ruch, ev.; K.M.Ruch@SBChurch.ca;

. Conor Wilkerson, youth; Office:

. our.office@SBChurch.ca; (604) 522-7721;

* Website: www.sbchurch.ca

SURREY: (Greater Vancouver):15042 92nd Ave.,
. V3R 5V7; Sun. 10, 11, 6; Ron Beckett, ev.,
* 604-594-1796.

© VANCOUVER (Oakridge): 6970 Oak St., V6P 3Z6;
* English services: Sun. 10, 11, Milton Diaz, ev.,

. 604-432-1749 (res.).

¢ Sun. 10, 11; Murray Ververda, ev., (250) 545-6892
. (off) www.vernonchurchofchrist.com;

. email: vernonchurchofchrist@telus.net

Elmwood Dr.; V2S 6B2 Norm Weir, ev. 604-850-8670 © VICTORIA (South Island Church of Christ):
. Mailing address: South Island Church of Christ,

. ¢/0 108-800 Kelly Road, Suite 257, Victoria, BC,
V9B 6J9; Meeting address: Westshore Chamber of
. Commerce, 2830 Aldwynd Rd., Langford, BC.;

.+ Worship service 11:00 am — 12:00 pm,

* Contacts: Dick Morton 250-479-8480,
. L/S Walters 250-478-7275, Don Knox 250-382-0824; :
. e-mail SICOC@shaw.ca .

B PROVINCE OF MANITOBA :

: BRANDON: 943 7th St., R7A 3V1; Sun. 10:30;
* Midweek; call for location (204) 728-0957;
: Charles Muller, sec. 726-4723.

CARMAN: Main Street S.; Sun. 10, 1:15; Wed. 7 PM; *

Box 955, ROG 0J0; contact Ray Winkler (elder),
204-745-3226; Randy Foss, ev, 745 6969 (office)

DAUPHIN: 220 Whitmore Ave. W; Mailing address:
Box 70, Dauphin, R7N 2T9; Sun. worship 10:00;
Sun. & Wed. nights call for details;

204-638-6321 (off), Fax: 204-638-0872

MANSON: Box 2, Manson, MB, ROM 1J0; Meeting
Sunday Mornings — 10 & 11, (most Sundays) at
Elkhorn Leisure Centre, 10 Richhill Ave E, Elkhorn,
MB: Call to confirm meeting place or other
information: Wilf Rogers, 204-722-2293

or Ken Starnes,306-435-2512:

email: kennyg1@myaccess.ca

11:15, Eve. 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m.; (204) 475-6462;
Fax: (413) 677-6165;

Mail: 170 St. Mary’s Road, Winnipeg, MB R2H 1H9;
website: www.winnipegchurch.ca;

Jim Hobbs, sec. for elders (204) 261-9861;

Wayne Turner, ev. (204) 257-7926 (res);

(204) 284-6280 (res) chad@winnipegchurch.ca

MONCTON: 365 Pine Glen Rd., Riverview
(Moncton), E1B 4J8; Sun. 10, Wed. 7:30 p.m.;
Stephane Maillet, ev., (506) 204-8365

(Office) (506) 872-3179 (H) (506) 988-0098 (C)
Emails: stephanemaillet@rogers.com;
moncton.churchofchrist@gmail.ca

FB page: https://www.facebook.com/
AddedMembersOfChurchOfChrist

SAINT JOHN: Meeting in the home of
Fred and Linda Nelson at 10:00 AM.
Call 506 847 1780 for directions Mailing

Thursday night Bible study at 6:30 p.m.

NIAGARA FALLS: 2011 Tennessee Ave.,

Niagara Falls, NY, 14305; Off (716)285-6534,
Home (716) 297-6563; Sunday Bible study 10 am,
worship 11 AM, Wed. 7 PM.

Minister Eddie J. Cornelius; cell:716-478-5278,
e-mail: niafallscofc@aol.com;

website: www.niagarafallscofc.com

NIAGARA FALLS: LaSalle church of Christ

1121 North Military Rd, Niagara Falls NY 14304
Phone: 716-283-1214; Sun. Bible Study 9:45 a.m.,
Worship 11:00 a.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m.

Evangelist: Mark R. Dailey (716-754-2752)

Email: minister@lasallechurchofchrist.org
Website: lasallechurchofchrist.org

HALIFAX: 48 Convoy Ave., B3N 2P8;
Sun. 9:45 & 11 am; Tuesday 7 pm
David Cariaga, ev. (902) 443-9628 (off),
Cell (902) 410-8496

Wayne Taylor, 9sec. (902) 876-7402

KENTVILLE: 177 Middle Dyke Rd. exit 12 off
Hwy 101, Sun. 11, 10; Wed. 6; Box 26, B4N 3V9;
Contact Jack Bearden; (902) 538-3329

or Ray Fisher rcfisherofmen@gmail.com
www.livedjesus.ca

a.m., Bible class and Sunday school at 10 a.m.;
Worship at 11 a.m. Tuesday night Bible study

at 7 p.m. Ladies Bible study class at noon on
Thursdays. 902-758-4252 (to leave a message
at the church building), 902-758-2633 J. Mackey,
natbrown@ns.sympatico.ca

Ajax Church of Christ: 75 Centennial Road, Ajax,
Ontario L1S-4L4, 2nd floor, Duffins Room

Sunday School 10:00 am-10:45 am,

Worship 11:00 am; Wednesday night Bible class in
different brethren homes; Steve Chubry, Minister,
Residence 905-728-6125; Cell # 647-378-7231
e-mail: ajaxcoccentennialroad@gmail.com
Personal e-mail steve.chubry@sympatico.ca

Find us on Facebook at Ajax Church of Christ
Centennial Road

Page 23

BARRIE: 345 Grove St. E. (at Cook), L4M 2R6;

* Sun. 10, 11, 6:30; Wed. 7:00;
: Tim Johnson, ev. 705-718-0017 (cell);
. email: minister@barriechurch.ca

BEAMSVILLE: 4900 John St., LOR 1B6;

. Bible Classes: 9:30 am, Worship: 10:30 am,
- Small groups meeting throughout the

* week; Don Smith, ev. 905-563-7655 (off);

. e-mail: b
© website: www.beamsvillechurchofchrist.ca

hurchofchri 1et.ca

* BRAMALEA: 750 Clark Bivd., L6T 3Y2;

: (905) 792-2297; mail@bramaleacofc.ca;
. Sunday worship 10:00, Bible class 11:15;
* Adult Bible Study Thursday 2:00 pm,

. Kevin Hunter, ev, (905) 455-5796 (res);
WINNIPEG (Central): Sun. Worship 10, Bible classes :

Walter Straker, ev, (905) 789-1632 (res);

* www.bramaleacofc.ca

: BRANTFORD: 267 North Park St., N3R 4L2;
- Sun. 10, 11, Mid-week, call for times;
contact Curtis Thompson, 519-504-6185;

: email: Godlovesfaithfully@hotmail.com
wayne@winnipegchurch.ca; Chad Celaire, youth min. @
+ office (519) 759-6630

PROVINCE OF NEW BRUNSWICK

© meetings. Padfield: 519-934-0441; David Vance:
¢ 519-507-5070; Ron Zavitz: 519-506-6952

Mike Gray 905-387-5680, email: thegrays1@shaw.ca

CHESLEY & AREA: Call for time and place of

. COLLINGWOOD: 494 10th Street, Collingwood,

* Ontario L9Y 2H1; Email: cchurchofchrist@bmts.com;
. Phone 705-444-0010; Minister: Les Cramp, Phone

: 519-538-5184; Cell 519-375-0559; Sunday Study

© 10:00 a.m. & Worship 11 a.m.; Study Thursday

2 p.m.; Please join us for worship, Bible study or

. fellowship at any time.

CORNWALL: 105 3rd St W Cornwall, ON K6J 2N9
: Mid-week study: Wednesday 7 pm
address: 61 Bel-Air Avenue Rothesay, N. B. E2E OL5 :

Sunday Service: 10 am Bible Study/Children’s

. Classes: 11 am Service

* website: churchofchristcornwall.ca
. Evangelist: Allen Bojarski
Chairman: Jeremy Bojarski
: Treasurer: Mark Duperron

ph: 613-933-1825; email: albojarski@hotmail.com

- FENWICK: 765 Welland Ave.; Sun. 9:45, 11, 6:00;

* Wed. 7:30; P.O. Box 416, L0S 1C0; (905) 892-5661;
. email: cofcfenwick@gmail.com

Website: www.fenwickchurchofchrist.ca

* GRIMSBY: 63 Casablanca Blvd., south of Q.E. exit;
: Sun. Worship 10 am; Bible classes 11 am;

© Sun evening 7 pm, Wed. 7 pm; Box 181, L3M 4G3;
*(905) 945-3058 (off); George Mansfield, ev

. (c) 905-401-3482; website: www.grimsbycofc.org

¢ GUELPH: Sun. 10:00, 11:00, Wed. 7:00

: evs. Johnathan Ledbetter (226) 343-0925
[prounce oFnowscora |

- Call for meeting locations.

* www.GuelphChurchOfChrist.com

Jason Rollins (519) 760-4694

. HAILEYBURY: Meeting in homes, usually Sundays at
* 4PM but call to confirm place and time. Week day
. Bible studies by appointment, Mailing address:

: Box 702, P0J 1KO; Mike & Judy Tinney

. 705-672-9241 or e-mail: can@parolink.net

. HAMILTON: Fennell Ave. Church of Christ,
321 East 27 Street (at Fennell),

* L8V 3G8; Sunday 10:00, 11:00, 6:00;

. Wednesday 7:00; (905) 385-5775 (off.);
MILL VILLAGE: 3557 Indian Road Shubenacadie, NS :
BON 2HO; Sunday Worship Times: Fellowship at 9:30 *
* Chris Gardner, sec., (905) 388-9174:

. Website: www.churchofchristhamilton.com

Randy Morritt, ev.
email@churchofchristhamilton.com

* NORTH HAMILTON: Sun. Bible Study, 9:30-10:30;

+ Worship: 10:30-11:30; meetings at YMCA building,
© 79 James St. S. Wednesday Bible Study 6:30~7:30
: For information re. place of meeting,

PROVINCE OF ONTARIO :

please call 905-389-8308
c/o Joe Sandassie, 286 East 26th Street, Hamilton

ON L8V 3E1; email: rjwss@cogeco.ca

* HUNTSVILLE: Huntsville Public Library,

© 7 Minerva St. E., Sun. 10:00, c/o Dave Preston,
. (705) 789-7697, 491 Fowlers Rd., R.R.#5,

* Huntsville, Ont., P1H 2N5. Other contacts:

. Ken Smith, (705) 789-8292

* HUNTSVILLE: 36 Hilltop Dr., P1H 1C5 (off Hwy.
. 11BN); Sun. 9:45, 11, 7; Ken Skinner, 705-382-2283
. or Evelyn Preston, sec. 705-767-3237.

-
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ICE LAKE: (Manitoulin Island) (1-1/4 miles South of
Hwy 540, Ice Lake, ON); Mailing address:

RR# 1, Site2, Box 3, 408A Robertson Rd., Gore Bay,
Ontario POP 1HO; Sunday: classes 10 am,

Worship 11 am; midweek - call for information:

Bud Dearing 705 282-0406

KENORA: 101 Norman Dr,; Sun. 10, 11;

P.0. Box 2905, PIN 3X8; Phone 807-466-1449
Earle Rattai, ev., 807-548-2245;

email: erattai@sympatico.ca

KINGSTON: 446 College St., K7L 4M7;
Sunday worship 11 AM; (off) 613-546-5409

KITCHENER (Southwest): Sunday 10:30 AM,
Williamsburg Community Centre, 1187 Fischer
Hallman Road, Building 600, Suite 620, Kitchener,
Ontario. Church phone: (519) 496-2286

Mail to: Southwest Kitchener church of Christ,
1187 Fischer Hallman Rd, PO Box 48035
Williamsburg RO, Kitchener, Ontario N2E 4HO.

LONDON: 186 Gammage Street, London ON
N5Y 2B3; (519) 672-2426; Sun. Worship 10 AM,
Contact: M. Pennington, 519-872-7629;

Email: pmpennington40@gmail.com;

P. Fewster, 519-672-2426;

Email: peter.fewster@gmail.com

MEAFORD: 113 Nelson St. W. N4L 1G3; Sunday
School 9:45-10:30 a.m., Morning Worship 11:00
Sunday night: home locations will be posted on the
web page each month; Wednesday 2:00 p.m. until
time change in the Spring;

Kevin Cleary, ev.; (519) 538-1750;

e-mail: meaford-cofc@brucetelecom.com

website: http://www.meafordcofc.ca/

Check website for monthly changes

MISSISSAUGA: Mail address:

Mississauga Churchof Christ; PO Box 42264;
128 Queen Street S., Mississauga ON L5M 5Z5;
Place of Worship: McKinnon Public School,
3270 Tacc Drive, Mississauga ON L5M OH3;
Worship: 10:30-11:45 AM;

Bible Class 9:30 to 10:15 AM;

Contact name: Tony Lourenco

(905) 829-8312; tlourenco@cogeco.ca;

Bill Currie, 905-826-4816,

Email: wjcurrie65@gmail.com

Web address www.mississaugacofc.ca
Email: mail@mississaugacofc.ca

NEW LISKEARD: 554 Helmer Pedersen Drive,
New Liskeard; Sun. 9:30, 10:30; Wed. 7:00;
Contacts: Jim Robertson, PO Box 1556,

New Liskeard ON; POJ 1P0; (705) 647-5488,
Email: ccstone65@hotmail.com

NEWMARKET: 230 Davis Dr., L3Y 2N4;
Sunday worship 10 am,

Bible classes 11:15 am; Wednesday, please call
for time and location; Nathan Pickard,

ev.; 905-895-6502 (off);

email: pickardnathan@hotmail.com
www.newmarketchurchofchrist.ca

NIAGARA FALLS: 3901 Dorchester Rd. N., L2J 3A8,
(905) 356-3412 (turn E. on Thorold Stone Rd. from
QEW and left on Dorchester Rd.); Sunday Worship
10:30 AM, Sunday School 11:30 AM Wed. 7:30
Adult & Children’s classes; Darrin Douglas, (minister)
905-356-3412, darrin@niagaracoc.com;

Bruce Boland (youth/involvement minister)
905-356-3412, bruce@niagaracoc.com;

website: www.niagaracoc.com

NORTH BAY: 73 Gertrude St. E.; Box 745, P1B 8J8;
Sun. 10:00; (705) 472-7040 (off.);

email: church@northbaycoc.ca;

Website: www.northbaycoc.ca

OMAGH: 9850 Britannia Road, Milton, ON L9E 0E4;
10, 11; website: www.omaghchurch.org,

Mailing address: Harold Ellis, Sec., 7435 Twiss Rd.,
RR # 3, Campbellville, ON LOP 1BO

O0SHAWA: Cedar Park Church of Christ

566 Simcoe St. N, Oshawa, L1G 4V3

Sun. 9:45, 11:00, 7; Thursday 7:00 pm;
Church Phone. 905-434-1258 (Please leave a
message) Santiago Molina, ev. 416-751-6879

OTTAWA (Riverview Park): 1515 Chomley Cres.,
K1G 0V9; Sun. Sunday School 10 am,

Worship 11 am, 6 pm, Wed. 7 pm

Robert MacRury, ev., 613-737-0701,

Website: www.ottawachurchofchrist.com

Ottawa church of Christ facebook

December 2017

OTTAWA (West): The Olde Forge Community

: Resource Centre, 2730 Carling Avenue, Ottawa;

: Mailing Address: West Ottawa Church of Christ,

- ¢/o Bill Schlarb, 361 Viewmont Drive, Ottawa, ON,
* K2E 7R9; Sunday morning: 10 am. Bible study,

. 11 am; Worship service Contacts: Bill Schlarb,
 613-224-8507; Bruce Veinot, 613-592-0291

* email: westottawacofc@gmail.com,

+ website: www.westottawacofc.ca

- OWEN SOUND: 835 10th Ave. E., N4K 3H8;

Sun. 9:45, 11:00, 6 pm; Thurs. 7; Brian Thompson,
. ev. (519) 376-6702 (off.), 372-2155 (res.);

. email: oscoc@wightman.ca

* website: www.owensoundcofc.com

: PETERBOROUGH: The Board Room,

Parkway Place Mall, Landsdowne Street W.;

. Mailing address: c/o Bob and Carol Myers,

. 2567 Dummer-Asphodel, Norwood, ON KOL 2V0.

. Sunday 10 & 10:45; Wed. The Board Room, 7:00 pm,
* Bob Myers (705) 760-2661

: PINE ORCHARD: 16716 Warden Ave (just south of

* Vivian Rd.) 3 km east of Newmarket; Sunday School
- 10 am except July/August, Worship 11 am;

. Mailing address: Judy Yaksich, Sec.

© §12125 Sideroad 17, RR #1, Sunderland, ON

* LOC 1HO; phone: (705) 357-1224

+ Email: jayaksich@yahoo.ca

PORT COLBORNE: 700 Steele St., Port Colborne, ON
. L3K 422; Sun. worship 10:00, SS 10:15,
. Adult SS 11:00; (905) 732-2465

* REXDALE: Thistle Town Community Service Centre
+ 925 Albion Rd, Etobicoke, ON

. Bible Class: 10:00 AM Worship: 11:00 AM

- Minister:Derrick Grant Contact: 416-893-2241
email: derrick.grant101@gmail.com

 ST. CATHARINES: 439 Ontario St. N., L2N 4M9;

* Sun. 9:30, 10:30, 6; Wed. 7:00; 935-9581 (off.);

: Jeremiah Cisco, ev.; Email: churchofchrist@bellnet.ca;
. WebSite: www.stcatharinescofc.ca

* ST. THOMAS: 60 S. Edgeware Rd, N5P 2H6;
. 519-633-2210 Sun 10,11 Wednesday 7 pm;
+ Bob Jackson, 519-633-1123

* SARNIA: 796 Errol Road E., N7V 2G7,

. Bible study, Sunday 9:30 am and 6:30 pm,
Wednesday 7 pm. Worship Sunday 10:30 am.

+ Email: info@sarniachurchofchrist.org

: Website: http://www.sarniachurchofchrist.org,
+ phone (519) 339-1161 (off.) or (226) 886-3333

* SAULT STE. MARIE (Pinehill): 132 Cunningham

. Road, P6B 1N4; (705)949-4988; Sunday 9:40 AM,

* 10:40 AM; call for Sunday PM time;

+ Wednesday 7 PM; Elders: P. Bailey (705) 256-6789),
. C. Whitfield (705) 254-6153

¢ SELKIRK: 1/2 km n. of village
. 58 Erie St. N., Selkirk, On. NOA 1P0
: Sun 10 & 11am. Wed.7:00pm.

SOUTH RIVER: Jaspar St. S.; off Ottawa St. W.;
: Sun. 10, 11, 6; Wed. 7:00; Box 549, POA 1X0;
+ Chris Nicholson, ev. (705) 384-5252

. STONEY CREEK: 105 King St. E., L8G 1L1;
. (905) 664-1130 (off.); Sun. 10, 11;

¢ (summer worship10) Contact: Ben Wiebe:
. website: www.patchworkinthecreek.com

© STRATFORD: 478 Brunswick St.,N5A 3N6;

* Sunday Worship 10:00, Wednesday - various

: activities 7:00 pm, please call for details;

. Voice mail (519) 273-5280; Greg Toohey, ev,

* 519-635-5921; Contacts: John Brush

: (519) 625-1054; Charles Kippax (519) 539-6931

SUDBURY: 2663 Bancroft Dr. P3B 1T7;
* Sun. 10, 11, 6; Wed. 7 PM; 705-560-3964;
. Elders Wes Bailey, Don Stringer

+ SUNDRIDGE: #10500 Hwy. 124 N.

: Sunday School 10:00, Worship 11:00, Wed. 7:00
. Robert Gieg (705) 380-0907

. Email- rbgieg@gmail.com

* Don Preston (705) 384-7058

. THESSALON: 8 Albert St. off Hwy. 17;

Sun. 10-11, Wed. 7 pm; Mailing address:

: Rick Klazinga, sec, Bill Bunting, interim ev;

. Box 708, POR 1L0; 705-254-9012(Bill);

* 705-842-3340(0/F); email: rick klazinga@gmail.com

TILLSONBURG: Mailing address: Box 331,
. N4G 4H8; Call for Service Time and Place:
. 519-875-2021; 519-688-8121

* TINTERN: 4359 Spring Creek Rd., Vineland, ON
: LOR 2C0; Worship at 9:45 a.m. with classes to

. follow; Sunday p.m. call for times and locations;
- Wed. 7:00 pm; Noel Walker ev.;

* Cindy Whitfield, Children’s Minister;

: Matthew Burrows, ev.; (905) 563 6311 (off.)
tinternchurchofchrist@gmail.com.

: TORONTO (Bayview Ave.): 1708 Bayview Ave.,
© M4G 3C4 (1 block S. of Eglinton); Sun. 10, 11;
Wed. 7; Michael Hilborn, mhilborn@rogers.com;
- 609-319 Merton St. Toronto, ON M4S 1A5

. (416) 489-7405 (office)

* TORONTO (Scarhorough):

. 2035 Kennedy Road, Toronto, Ontario M1T 3G2

: DELTA Toronto East Hotel, (Leaside Suite) Kennedy
¢ & 401 East; Sunday Shool 10:15, Worship 11:15;
. Thurs. 7:00pm (in homes)

. (Mailing Address: 300 Borough Drive,

© P.0. Box 47011, Scarborough, Ontario M1P 427)
* Church Phone: 416-970-3835;

+ Website: www.scarboroughchurchofchrist.com

. Devon Bennett, Minister, 905-686-2486,

* Gell: 416-970-3835;

. Fax: 905-428-1579; email: devonben@gmail.com

. TORONTO (Harding Ave.): 47 Harding Ave.,

* M6M 3A3; Sun. 10, 11, 7; Wed. 7; 416-244-9152;
. contact; Aikins Wiredu, 905-216-6896;

. Bernard Worloson, 416-742-8292;

* Twi service available last Sunday of the month,

. and Spanish Classes, Mondays 7:30 p.m.,

. Santiago Molina (416) 751-6879.

* TORONTO (Strathmore Blvd.): 346 Strathmore Blvd.
: MA4C 1N3 (across from Coxwell subway station);

© 416-461-7406; Sun. 9:45, 11, 6; Wed. 7;

* Elders: Peter Dwomoh 416-462-3616; Stephen Gill
: 416-265-2496, Marvin Johnson 416-752-0325,

. Moises Velasco 905-591-0361, Jean Volcy
 905-237-3312; Bob Hibbard, ev. 416-461-7406,

¢ bobh@strathmorecofc.ca; Max Craddock, ev.

. (Key To The Kingdom); 647-346-2076,

. e-mail maxc@strathmorecofc.ca;

+ Marlon Molina, ev., marlonm@strathmorecofc.ca;
- Santiago Molina (Spanish) ev, 416-751-6879,

. websites: www.strathmorecofc.ca;

+ www.keytothekingdom.ca

. VANDELEUR: Now meeting in the home of Morgan

. and Diann Petch, 43 Brackenbury Street, Markdale.
Phone 519-986-2449; Sunday 10 and worship at 11;
:+ Gordon Dennis, PO Box 274 Mount Forest, ON

: NOG 2L0, 519-323-2424; Email: gordot@wightman.ca

: WATERLOO church of Christ: 470 Glenelm Cres.,
: Waterloo, ON N2L 5C8; (519) 885-6330 (off);

© Sun, 9:30, 10:30, Wed 7:00 pm, Jamie Azzoparde,
* 519-885-6330, e-mail: Jazz.wcoc@gmail.com

: website: www.waterloochurchofchrist.ca

- WINDSOR (West Side): 2255 Totten St., N9B 1X6

* (E. of Huron Church Rd.); 254-6262 or 945-4851;

+ Sun. 9:45, 11, 5:30; Wed. 7:30; Drew Chapados, ev.,
. 785 Sandison Ave., Windsor, NOE 4T3;

* (519) 250-4407; Email: westsidechurch@live.com

Hl PROVINCE OF QUEBEC

. MONTREAL: (English/French/Ashante):

. 5611 RUE ANGERS

¢ COTE-ST-PAUL (MONTREAL) QUEBEC H4E 4A7

. Sunday 10, 11, 6:30; Wednesday 7:00 (English)

: Ph 514-564-6780; Fax 514-564-6781,

. Email: churchofchristofgm@videotron.com,

* Website: www.greatermontrealchurchofchrist.com

. MONTREAL: (South-West « English/French/Spanish):
* Ville Emard Church of Christ, 6259 Monk Bivd.,

. Montreal, QC, H4E 3H8 (2 streets east of the

: Monk subway station, 10 minutes from Downtown);
.+ (514) 765-8919. Simultaneous electronic transla-

* tion: Sunday 10, 11, Wed. 7; Website: www.vecoc.

. org; Roger Saumur, ev. (514) 602-5105;

e-mail: rogersaumur@sympatico.ca

* PLESSISVILLE: Centre Communautaire,
1745 Ave. Fournier; Sun. 6.00 & 7.00 pm

- Ev.Yvon Beaudoin,(418)728 5240;

e-mail: ybeaudoin@oricom.ca ;

: Mailing Address: c¢/o André Coté,

. 2069 Ave. St-Louis, Plessisville, QC G6L 2N8
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. QUEBEC CITY: 2980 De Verteuil St (corner Jean-Noel
* St); Mailing address: PO Box 9041 STN Sainte-Foy,

: Quebec, QC G1V 4A8, Sunday School: 9:30 AM;

. Sunday worship: 10:30 AM (French); Wed. 7:00 PM
* (Phone in Summer) 418-651-3664 (of);

: Yvon Beaudoin, ev. 418-728-5240;

: email: ybeaudoin@oricom.ca; Roger Paradis, ev.

+ 418-831-8690; email: rparadis1518@videotron.ca

PROVINCE OF SASKATCHEWAN

BENGOUGH: E. side Hwy. 34; Sun. 10:30, 11:15;
Doug Coroluick, Box 224 SOC 0KO; (306) 268-2062.

* ESTEVAN: 1302 8th St., S4A 1H6; 634-3116; Sun.
: 10,11, 7; Wed. 7; Tim Pippus, ev., 634-8195, res.
. E-mail: estevan.cofc@sasktel.net

¢ website: www.estevanchurchofchrist.org

* GRAVELBOURG: 300-2nd Ave. E., Box 507,
+ SOH 1X0; Sun. 10:30; (306) 648-3435
« Darrell Buchanan, ev

- KENOSEE VILLAGE: Moose Mountain

* Church of Christ, Mailing address: PO Box 184,
: Kenosee Village, SK SOC 2S0; Sunday 10:00;

. Office (306) 577-2477 Mid-week:

+ or Paul Moore (306) 575-0218

: info@moosemountainchurch.com

. LLOYDMINSTER Church of Christ: 4702 56 Ave.,
Mailing Address: Box 88, Lloydminster, AB T9V 0X9;
:Sun. 10:00, 11:00; Mid-week in Homes, call for

. information; Off (780) 875-4056; Lee Patmore, ev.;
* res: (306) 825-2505; cell (306) 821-7446

: e-mail: lee_patmore@me.com

MOOSE JAW: 901 James Street, Moose Jaw, SK
+ S6H 3H5; (306) 693-4064 (off.); mjcoc@sasktel.net
: Call for times of worship.

* REGINA (Northwest): 4400 4th Avenue
: Regina S4T OH8 (in the Orr Centre)

. Sunday: 9:45am Classes: 11:15am

- Contact: Dr. Leslie Williams

E-mail: lesliejawilliams@gmail.com

. SASKATOON: Sunday, Worship 10 AM, Wed,7 PM;
+ Phone for summer schedule;

: Office: 343-7922; Lead Minister: Mike Parker;

. Senior Minister: Bob Parker;

- Location & Mail:134 Cardinal Cres. S7L 6H6;

* Fax: 343-1589;

. Bob Parker: stoonchurch@live.com

. Mike Parker: mike@skchurch.ca

* SWIFT CURRENT: Church of Christ, Box 1103,
© Swift Current, SK, S9H 3X3; Sun. 11;

- Susan Eidem, sec., 306-741-9925;

* (call for location of meetings)

: WEYBURN: 1115 First Ave. NE (Hwy. 13E),
* S4H ON2; Sun. 9:30, 10:30, 7; Wed. 6:30 p.m.;
. John Smith, ev. 306-842-6424 (off)
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